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SPEECH, &c 



Tlie Cliainnan of the Canal Comniitlee, (Mr. Tallmndge,) was clear- 
ly rigtil in considering the imjjrovempnl contemplated by the bill on your 
table, as a port of our great system of inlernal impioveinenls. On this 
principle he can be justified in going into an cs»minalion of the opera- 
tion and results of the whole system, to delerinine the propriety of ma- 
king this particular conf>lruction. It ia obv-ioiisly bo; bul if that view 
had been less dear, he would hare been led to tbe same conclusion, 
from ihe fnct that, when the coinmencemcnt of the ayatem was under 
consideration, it waa then so regarded. 

As early aa I SI 1, in a report to tbe legislature, a conocxion bettveen 
tbe Sus([uehannah and the Erie Canal, was treated as a useful and neces> 
sitiotis part of the contemplated syalcni. From lime to time the same 
idea has been expressed in your public documents. To that point the 
views and expectations of the inhabitants of the Chenango Valley hare 
been directed by your public acta. They indulged full confidence, that 
you would, in good lirae, complete the plan of your own proposing. 
>Vhen, ihereibre, the chairman moralizca so well, and discourses eu 
eloquently, on the pangs of "hope deferred," he was naluially led to the 
reflection, by the conaidcraiion that the inhabitants of thi« Valley, had 
for sixteen years, endured its torments. While your gr^ work was 
in progress, they were patient and unobtrusive. They did not trouble 
jfou with importunities. They rejoiced at the successful advancemont 
of your great enterprise and joined you in congmlulutions upon its comple- 
tion- When it had progressed so far, that all doubt ol its termination and 
sucecsa wa* banished, the inhabitanti* of lli la Valley ventured to remind 
you — not of your promise, for they never imagined that the great State 
of New- York required the inducement of that obligation; to cmtlDiM the 
proscculion of a system so beneficent and glorious; bbf of four own 
1, devised and promulgated ten years before. They preSntij^d to sug- 
gest to you, that the operation of your main work would hecompaieiive- 
ly disastrous to them, by conferring superior advantages upon the bor- 
dering sections;, and as you would eoon be relieved from that work, 
propriety and even handed juslice required you to continue the pros- 
ecution of your plan. They eipectcd no tnlennission, but thai en- 
couraged by unparalelled success, you would proceed with increased 
tlacriiy. They have renewed their application to every successive legis- 
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fafure, and have been constanily ciieered and tiattered with favourable 
reports. Tbey have been told Ibat their object was worthy, that Ibeir 
contemplated construction would be useful, and that wlien certain doubts 
BB to its practicability and exi>Gn8e were cleured up, it should be under- 
taken. They dow present themselves belbte you again ; and now , with- 
out prelcnct that the desiretl improvement, is impracticable, without ut 
allegation that it would be too expensive, or would not prove useful, they 
are told that they muMi wait until yoiu* treasury is repkoisbed, until your 
finitnces are in belter condition ; that tbey must wait uuiil that undefin- 
ed and utidefinsble period shall arrive, when you are better off; that their 
appbcalion is " not denied but only postponed," and they must live up- 
on their stock of patience a little longer. Sir, the example of those who 
commenced your system of internal improvetnenie, has been lauded and 
commended by the chairman in his report, and made the subject of lav- 
ish applause, if not of extravagant eulogy. Their example has been 
held up, decorated with the choicest trappings selected from the wBrd< 
robe of his fancy, and a fine fancy it ia — but for what has it been so ex- 
hibited? Forour imitation] No; but for avoidance. The chairman 
commends their example and their whole example. Not only the fact 
of commencement, but the time and circumstances under which the work 
was begun, are alike included in the unqualilied terms of his approba- 
tion. 

I propose, Sir, to examine the condition of your hnances in 1817, 
when you commenced your system, and compare it with your present 
condition, to ascertain whether there ia any thing in the example of that 
day to justify this doctrine, " Slay till you are better ofii" and if it be 
admissible at all in great and useful enterjirises, to determine at which 
period then or now, it could be, with most force applied, or propriety 
admitted. I am much mistaken. Sir, if ihe comparison does not show 
that your financial condition, in every relation and aspect in which it can 
be viewe^ ia belter now than it was then. That ihio doctrine, " Stop 
till your better otT," might have been urged with infinitely greater force 
then than it can be now. 

From the report of llie Comptroller, in 1817, and before the com- 
ftijncement of your work, it appears that the General Fund, amounted 
to «4,470,169 80 

And the Slate debt, was 2,905,355 00 



EicesB of fund over debt, $l,564,»14 80 

Leaving an eiwjss of fuDd over the debts of the Stale of only $1>. 



4,814 80. It 13 li'ue you bad a large iaad. Vou aiio otved a largo 
debt. Like many individuals you had a great amount of property in 
you hands ; but ii you had been required lo settle your afTairs with the 
world and pay your debtj", ilie excess of fund over debt, ia all you would 
have had left. Il was all that you had to draw revenue from, for the sup- 
port of your |!;overnmcnt. You paid as high an interest aa you receiv- 
ed, and your condition would have been precisely (he fame, if your debt 
had been liquidated by the application of an equal amount of your fund. 
Now let U8 examine your present condition ; 

- Now you have a fund of ^1,312,384 86 

f- And a debt charged upon it of 332,519 22 



$979,764 94 
Making the excess of fund over your debt now ^979,764 94. 
You had then a real fund in IS17, of ;jt1,564,814 80 

And you have now a like fund of 979,764 94 



■' Diminution in 14 years, ^S85,049 86 

In order to determine ihe relative ability of a government, at different 
pe'lods, we must compare its means with its leantt at the periods assum- 
ed. If a government at one time have a fund of len millions, and an 
expenditure of one million, and at another a fund of mt mtUim, and an 
expenditure of one hundred tliousand, its 6nancJal condition, on a com- 
parison of its means with its wants, is precisely the same. And if you 
could conceive of a government, without expenditure, or objects of expen- 
diture, it tvouldbe justas well kviihoiil, as with a fund. Keeping (his ob- 
vious truth in view, let ua compare Ihe means and wants ofour govern- 
ment in 18 17 and its present means and wants. Then the estimate of your 
ordinary expenditure was ^547,211 60, and now a similar estimate is on* 
ly $303,200; then you had a real fund of $1,664,814 80, with an esti- 
mated expenditure of ^547,311 GO, and now you have a like fund ol 
$979,764 94, and a like expenditure of $303,300. Your fund has di- 
minished ^85,049 86, and your annual expenditure $245,011 60. 
Your fund therefore has not been diminished in proportion to the dUnin- 
uition of your expenditure, and that may be still farther reduced. Tbts 
comparieoD of your means and wants at the two assumed periods, 
shews (hat your condition is belter now than it was when you commen- 
ced your magnificent work, li is alleged also, that your revenue is not 
equal lo your expenditure. Nor was it then. The estimated income 
in 1817, including the salt, and auction duties, and exclusive of direct 



laxaliofi, lell slwrt ol'the CBtiinatcil expenilituie, by liie sum ol ji;23,19d,"i9 
and after the truiisfer, made iii' April of lliat year, of the auclion and salt 
duties ealimated al ftl24,OO0 to the canal fund, Ihe deficiency, according 
lo the I'stimates was $147,198 79, and the actual deficiency proved to 
be $241,086 60. Take what view you nill of your finaucee, then and 
now, you arebroiiglil to the ^anieresull, and in dcapite of all your efforts, 
find yourself in on improved condition. Lei uh enquire noiv tvliai you 
have done with your funds. In the firM place, Hir, like an honest man, 
you have paid your de'ola, and who is he that will complain of thai 1 
With a portion of the residue you have done more than well ; you have 
attempted lo fulfil '>ne of Ihe highest and noblest dutiee devolved on hu- 
man beings. Y'ou have applied it, with a liberal hand, to ihe holiest of 
purposes — the promotion of education. 

Since 1817, you have Iran^ifcrcd to the common school fund, the loan 
of 1786, then esitimaied at $63,071,76 

Theloan of 1792, then cslimaled at 500,000,00 

The loan of 1808, do. do. 449,076,00 

Bank stock, 100,000,00 

To Ihe Literature fund, caiuil slock, 150,000,00 



In all $1,262,M7,7C 

Remember, also, that you have since, built your Slates Prisons, and 
built them well, but at great, lliough not exiravagant, expense. 

Allow me now. Sir, to present you a comparative view of funds, in 

the aggregate. In 1817, you had a genera! fund over debt 

of $1,564,814,80 

Common school fund of 988,244,26 

Literature fund, 26,696,10 



$2,573,755,18 

$979,764,9-1 

Ij735,569,66 

256,343,52 



Total of all funds. 
Now you have a general fund of 
CommoD sdiool fund, 
Literature fund, 

Tolal of all funds, 

Tlie aggregate of Ihose three funds, is now 

And in 1817, ihe aggregate was 

iS397.92d,96 

Shewing an excess of fund in the aggregate now over ihe the same 

funds in 1817, of nearly ft400,000. 



^2.971,678,12 
ifl2,97 1,678, 13 
2,573,755.16 



Sir, you have been growing rich, while you have been prosecuting 
your grcnt works of internal tmproyemenl. It is Die nstural consequence 
ofencrgy, enterprise, and wisdom. And wliosc are all llicse funds] 1 bad 
supposed, Sir, they belonged to the people, and that they had a right, 
through their representatives, to dispose of tliem as tbcy pleased. They 
have done so. They have chosen to transfer a portion of them from one 
pocket to another ; and if they find less in one they find more in others, 
and more in the aggregate ; and 4be most grateful and consoling of all 
considerations is, they find them precisely where they choose to have 
them. 

Do not imagine. Sir, thai while your funds have increased, your lands 
have been used to produce the augmentation. Far dilferent is the fact 
with your real estate. Your lands bold out like the " widow's cruiae or 
the barrel of Hour." Evnn that miricle of olden times, is surpassed in 
the case of your lands ; for of them, the more you sell, the more ihey 
come back upon you. 

According to the last statement of the commissioners of the land ot- 
ce, ynu had lands belonging to the general fund ■ 1 19,663 acres. 

Common school fund, 860,1 78 

Literature fund, 17,931 



In 161 1, lands belonging to the general fund, 
Common school fund, 
Literature fund, 



1,006,764 
780,000 acres. 



2,674 



862,772 
Thus, while your funds have been increasing, you have acquired also, 
133,992 acres of land, and possess that quantity more notv than at that 
period. I speak not of thtir value; wc have no means of determining 
that with accuracy. 

Permit mc now to present you one other view of your finances, that 
you may have before you, the means by which you have effected all youv 
purposes. In 1817, you had a direct tax of two mills on the ddllar; 
not laid for the purposes of the canals, but imposed the year before for 
other purposes, and without any reference to the contemplated system 
of internal impiovements. That lax produced in 1817, $491,137 81, 
and gave you a surplus over your expenditure of )^50,04l 31. By 
means of taxation, greater than your necessities required, you had a sur- 
plus revenue for ten eucccssivc years; from 1816 (o IMS, inclusive. 






Tbe aggregate amount of those Burpkaea was $1,380,361 50, whtcl],i 
added to the excess of your fund over your debt in 1817, of $1,564,8I4- 
iO, gives you b fund of $2,945,176 30. And wlien, Sir, did you 
possess a larger uniDcurobered fund than thai amount 1 This shews 70a 
the means by which you have lived. Taxation to some eiient was al- 
irays indispensible to enable you to defray the ordinar}' expenses ofyour 
gorernmenl. Tou imposed a greater lai than was necessary, carefully laid 
up the excess it produced, and were thus enabled to dispense with, first 
a part, and finally the whole, of your direct tax. You have since been 
devouring the fruits of former taxation. The lean years have been con- 
suming the years of plenty. This is a brief, but full and fair vien ofyour 
financial operations. Such details are always dry. I hope I have 
made the statement plain. I must trust to the subjects to afford you in* 
terest. From all this, ii results that no tax was ever imposed on ao 
count of the canals ; that taxation was alwayi^i necessary for your ordi* 
nary purposes, and that if you had imposed a lighter, you must have 
continued it longer. What then is your present condition, in compari- 
BOn with your condition when you commenced your system of internal 
improvements! Then, you had a debt of nearly three millions ; now, of 
only a little over three hundred thousand ; then, your states prisons were 
not built ; now, you have provided amply and at vast expense, for the en- 
forcement ofyour criminal code ; then, your school fund was greatly in- 
adequate ; now, far more nearly commensurate with its great purposes ; 
then, your literature fund was a mockery ; now, abundant for its objects. 
You have more funds in the aggregate now, and more lands too. Then^ 
you paid a tax of two mills on the dollar, and now, with double the abili- 
ty to hear taxation, you pay nothing, and the advocates of tasolion ad- 
mit that a tax of one mill will be sufGcient for all your wants. Indeed, 
Sir, what do you want money fori You have no great plans, no great 
objects of expenditure, no designs, no enterprises, no great undertake 
ings in progress, and if this doctrine, " stay till you are belter off," is to 
prevail, you have none in prospect. About half your present ordinary 
expenditure, is for the payment of your officers of government, inclu* 
ding the expenses of the legislature. Tlie machine of government is in 
order, and requires nothing, but faithful attention and a little oil, to ke^ 
it in motion. At which period then, could this doctrine " slay till you 
are better off" be urged with most propriety and force 1 How infinitely ' 
more impressive should it hare been then than now? Then the oppo. 
nenls of the eanat policy might have exclaimed, stay till you have thrown 
off Ihig load of debt ; .stay till you bare provided protection for dw 
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co^mum^'1)f tbe erection of adequate prisons ; rtay till you Iiavc done 
sometliing more worthy ofyourselreB and of the infinite object, tlie pro- 
motion of educBlioD ; alay ii!l your citizens are relieved from ihc oppres- 
sive burden of taxation ; slay till you Ituvc pomelhing in your treasury, 
before you commence a system ihal may involve you in cnormou!?, un- 
told, unimaginable expenditure. Thank heaven no such counsels pre- 
vailed then. If they had, not a spade would liavo been stuck in 
the earth in prosecution of your great work, and the beautiful eulogies 
of (he chairinan, upon its authors, would never have been pronounced- 

The men of that day were Hiose who looked beyond the bourne that 
bounds the vision of ordinary mortal^ and embraced posterity in the 
scope of their policy. They did notbreak up lime into phort periods, 
and confine (heir views and their calculations to each separate portion, 
but their plans were founded on long continuous operation?, looking to 
remote results and extending through all time. Tbcy cast their eye? up- 
on theresourceaof the slate, fixed their minds intensely upon ihemafrnifi- 
cent ol ject, poised themselves upon their own magnanimity, and trustctl 
Ic the verdict of llie world and the judgment of poeieritj. The exam- 
ple of that day, repels ihe doctrine of this. The principles and the con- 
clusion of the chairman, war with each other. I call upon him to a* 
btdeby hisp-mcip[cs founded in wisdom, sanctified by high example, and 
proven by experience, and reject his intrusive, misplaced conclusion. 

Indulge me now, Sir, in a remarif, on the idea suggested liy Ihe chair- 
man, that your system of internal improvements was to be prosecuted 
without taxation. 1 admit that it never was the intention of its auliior?, 
to rely wholly upon taxation for the requisite supplies. But to a certain 
extent, taxation was an essential and indiapcnsiblc part of their plan. 
How c(kAA it be otherwise t The view I have presented of your finan- 
ces in 1817, proves that every member of the legislature then must liavc 
known that the revenue without taxation, was insufficient to defray the 
(tfdiaary expenses of the government. Is it possible that they placed no 
reliance upon taxation when they transferred from that inadequate 
revenue, the auction and salt duties, then amounting to $124,000, more 
than one fitlh of your whole ordinary income, and devoted them express- 
ly to the prosecution ot' these works? Indeed, fiir, (ho very extracts 
quoted by the chairman, lo prove that resort was not to be had to tax- 
ation to any extent, prove the contrary, and establish the doctrine which 
1 assert. When the joint committee of the senate and assembly in 1925, 
say, in I'pcaking of the prosecution of works of internal improvement, 
" they should, however, in aH caaes, where they arc expected to be made 
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tj, can be Appropmtcd to snob ttbjoeis ?*° tb«y <mdt»4jr i 
Bot ibe prafuid;^ of iiapo:?ib|; Ij^ burdens Tot mich poTTK 



iriB be rcqtuml, niB ii 



c a hmlicn on ibc people which <till be i 



troc^ve of the «rboW ptt:^cc1 ;'* tticv meui ihM a pwt (mh of Ibe T 
aum sbofiM be raisetl by luaiioa. Sir, Ibe kutbocs and ««>i^ prom* 
tcrs of this syvlem did not staitu the idea of modetwie and 
tasation, to ctfeci so bracticrni an object. Tke^ irrrc sustained bj 
coawiousncss of inlr^ntv ol'puTpoac, rastncsa of design, and 
bj Ibe brilliant promii« of grtai «)d eiidtkring bcnedts lo mankind. 

The objects of Uk canal poliqr aeem to be dratrn in question, Th| 
chfunnan has hinted in his report, that a piiuiary olijoct iraa levi 
This idea id full; cKptvsstxl in tlin report ol'thc can;d board of U»t 
to nhjdi the cliainnan has refeiTc4 wilh expresaioaa of conlid«nc« m|tt 
accuracy. 

In (hat rcpott the canal hoard auy, '*thc advantasos to lite |)eoplo of t(u« 
Etatc (o be derived lironi the conatniclion of navigable coumunicatioiw 
beUvecn the great weslem and northwo lakes and iho Atlantic ocei 
w«rc dcmlleaa boitd tifXHi Ac anlictpaud raatmie whith that teorkt uiqM 
rfucc." And again, " and tlint the gnat elate conimuniiy utuat U 
as an indemnity for its e.vpendiiin-uB, to the ruv«iitie to be derived 
these works." Now, 8ir, I assert, that sueh was never ibe doctri 
tod such were never ihc views oflhe aiilhors and pixtjcclors of you^ 
nal policy. Such a doctrine would rob titciii of more (han half 
glory. I feel anxious to rescue (horn from tlio obloquy and diegrfttn 
which these partiul ami impcrlbcl viowa of their policy would oanl up* 
on tlkem. 1 assert, in opposition to ihf cnnnl lioiu-d, tliitt tlii^ rxtaision if 
commerciaf facilitits, and tiu allaiameni u/ com iiic re i<tl advattiast*, were ttn 
primary and controlling objects oflhe policy, that led to tin 
ment of your system of internal improvcmcnte. 

The Bugmenlation uf properly, and an iiiliiiitu (ruin of beiielils won 
the consequences that were to follow tlio atlaiiinicnt nnd increasu of 
commercial advantugca. Revenue was indeed an important induc*> 
rnenl to ihc undertaking, hut it was an atuiliari/and ndiordinaU contidtt* 
axion. The canals were made to secure commercial bcndila ; ihoy iigv 
er would have been made solely lor the «uke of revenue, although as oxpd> 
lience has proved that consideration might have justified the mcuauro. 

But, Sir, the chairman has himself given the rcfululion of tho (]oo> 
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nine. In speaking ol' Oie projcclors of the policy, lie eays, " iliey fore* 
eair the advanlages to ihc etatc, in ihe facility wliich canals would gira 
to Ihe interchange of commoditiea; in the increased value, not only of 
our public lands, but of those ol'our individual ciiizena within the sphere 
of Uieii' infliieuce ; and in the vast variety of binefiis which How from 
tilt; &ucceseful prosecution of such public undenakingi^, and the means 
thereby all'orded of e8tubli:»liitig a home markel, for our surplus products, 
tvhich alone will sutrlain the great and paramount interest of our coun- 
try, wlien ita foreign commerce is shackled by the restrictions of other 
nations." 

The objects of Ihc canal policy are clearly set forth in the early pub- 
lic tlocunieiitp upon that subject. Tho idea, that revenue was the con- 
trolling and primary object, is no where to be found. It is not, how- 
ever, necessary to resort lo them for proof Tlie objects of the canal 
policy have been fully expressed in ft more recent public paper. Gov. 
Clinton in his message in 18:Z8 — the last of his public documents — sta- 
led them with brevity, clearness and force. He was constrained to do 
it to correct erroneous impressions. No man knew better what were 
Ihc objects of that policy, or ihe views of its authors. And I use his 
message, in lieu of the cailier paper?, with the more tvillingne^^s, be- 
cause his authority, and that very document have been resorted to 
by the opponents of this bill. This is his. explicit and emphatic lan- 
guage. 

"Considering the high reputation and the great revenue which ihia 
Btate has derived from her inlemal improvcmente, it is equally astonish* 
ing and mortifying to obaene elaborate and r^ystematic attempts to de- 
precate their utility, and to arrcflt their progress. It is manifestly an un- 
candid and superficial view of the subject, to confine an estimate of ita 
benefits, to an excess of income above the interest and expenditure; and 
yet this standard of appreciation has been adopted. ArtificiBl naviga- 
tion was established for the public accommodation, for the conveyance 
of articles to and from market, and revenue is a subordinate object. It 
mas never intended as a primary consideration to (ill the coffers of the 
stale, but lo augment the general opulence, to animate all the springs of ' 
industry and exertion, and to bring home lo every man's door, an easy 
and economical means of access, to the most advamgeous places ofeale 
and purchase. And to narrow down this momentous and comprehen- 
sive subject to a mere question of dollars and cents, is to lose eight of 
tlie great elements of individual opulence, of pubUc wealth and national 
prosperity : It excludes trora consideration, the ooo hundred millions of 



(Jdlars ivliich have, in all protiabilil;^ been added to ibc value ol roal 
late ; the immense appreciatioo of all the products of agriculture I 
fabrics of matnitaciures, which were formerly shut out in a gieat dcgrM 
from inarkel — ihe solid and cxlensrive establishment of Inland trade — ibl 
vast aecission of our marketable productions — the unbounded enco1l^ 
ageinent oT our marine navigation and external conmierce — (he fr 
cility, rapidity and economy of communication — the creation of a demi 
population, anJ ihe erection and increase of villages, toivns and citieit 
&nd Ihe most efficient encouragement of agrirullure and the arts, by 
-heap supply of materials for fabrica. and of markets for accommoda> 
tion : But if ne were to overlook these important considerations 
confine ourselves to the mere queBlion of revenue, we will see enougl 
to convioce the most sceptical, that immense pecuniary benefits i 
flow from new channels of hydratilic communication with tbe Busqui> 
liennab, the Allegany, the St. Lawrence, and their auxiliary and coniMcfr 
ing waters," 

While I bare the book open before roe, I beg your indulgeitce to i 
a few paragraphs, ivhich, although tbey have no direct bearing upon th* 
point I am now considering, t shall have occasion to use, in the coutm 
of my remarks, particularly, in reply to to my colleague from Herkimei\ 
ivho has refered to the same aa authority. 

" The Erie and Champlain canal have cost between 80 and 30,000 
dollars a mile, and this enormous expenditure will never occur again ; 
All the mysteries of such operations are developed, and all the difhcub 
lies diminished, and it may be now confidently pronounced, that tlw 
maximum expense of any given canal will not exceed 10,000 dollars t 
mile, unless it passes over high mounlaina by locks, inclined plains, w 
(Jeep cuttings, or under them by extensive tunnels. The opposition U 
Ihe e^itension of internal navigation, is based upon an application of Um 
same ratio of expenditure on the constructed, to the contemplated 
nala : but, admitting what is peremptorily denied, that the income fron 
the former does not exceed something more than seven per ceqii 
yet it ivill even then be evident that the state will gain ttvo and a half pea 
cent, by Ihe operation, as loans can be procured on her credit, at fotg 
and a half per cent. 

1 cannot, without going too much into detail, refute the other fallBcioua 
statements which have been mingled witli this subject. The roducttoa I 
of the laVA lux to liulf a mill on the dollar, and its subsequt^nt total di*> 
continuance, ',in violation of a fundamental arrangenent in that part g( 
Our finance, connected with internal improvements,) have been carcAd* 




Ij coiiccnled, a^ tvell aa ihe omisiion to substitute, as an cquiviileni, 
q>eciiic, productive taxcei. and whicli would in eilliei- case have satipfi- 
ed Blithe exigencies ol the Treaeury, and answered all ihe requirements 
for intei-nul improvemeni!', without iniposiog but light burdens on the 
oommunil]' : Nor can it be concealed, ihnt the real condition of our fi- 
nances has been greatly discoloured and (Misunderstood by inaccurate 
viewB and partial examinations. I lherefi>re do nol hesitate to renew in 
the meet carnesii manner, my recommendalion^ in facor of the leading 
objects of inlcrnai improvemeni, which I have herelofure had the honor 
to present tor your favourable consideration. The means of the state 
are ample ; her resources grciit ; her credit equal to any emergency. 
Ever}- day adds to licr wcalili, and evfry avenue of communicaiion will 
augmenl her ability, and expand her fame. The constant and progres- 
Bivo increase of the canal revenue, and the corrcapomk'nt diminualionof 
the debt ; will in a few years produce a total extinguishment, enable at 
an early period a reduction uf interest, and linatly enhance to an extent 
beyond any reattonable demand, the ability of the etale lo undertake 
and consummate all needful improvement)!. And if patriotism still sup- 
ports its ascendency; if glory has nol lost its incentirei); if pfailan- 
throphy retains its due weight, you have every inducement lo act 
promptly and favorably, feQrle9i*ly and elfitiently, in the prosecution of 
these transcendent interesla." 

No further cridcncc I trttst is neceesftry lo exhibit clearly and truly 
the objects ol the canal policy. Tliey were tiral, and chiefly the aitain- 
Biflnt, and extension of commercial advantages. 

Secondly, And tut an au-vi1iary and subordinate connderaiion, the 
Crealion of a new source of revenue. 1 solicit your indulgence while 
I show you how amply both those objects have been allatned. Think, 
air. of the hundred millions of properly which, according lo the docu- 
ment lo which we all refer as authority, the canals have created. Do 
youdoubt thefacti Then look along Uie line of the Eric.and beholdthe 
villages that formerly existed, grown from the size of an infant to that of 
a giant ; cast your eyes upon the new crealion that every where greets 
them ; survey the towns that have sprung intoexii'tence, and taken the 
place of woodB and ewsnipe ; see Ihcm thronged wiih a but^, active, 
btu^in^ population, cxhibifing all the life, spirit and hopes, of enterprise, 
business, and commerce. Turn off from the route ofthe canals ; traverse 
the whole "infected district." You can do it in safely. You will every 
where meet a welcome, ready and warm, cordial and kind ; 
You win find plentT of indomitable cpirit, but it ia as gentle as it is iin- 
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cunqubialic. Examine the landed now siibjeclcii to culUvatiuii ; couat 
liic " cattle upon a thousand hills ;" look at (lie flocks of sheep surpi 
ing in numlier, if not in qiiiilily, any that can be exhibited in Dutcheni 
the palriolic county that led the van m tliis species of improreiHenL 
Look, examine ihc sleek and hu^bandlilce farms ; the neat, comlbnablq 
and 8ubalaniial dwellings, und the i'upcrabundanl stores. Ktiquire 
to the aniiuul wheat fields, and estimate (lie amount of the crop. A9Cfl^ 
tain its value, at the period when jou commenced yotu canaJ eyateat, 
and its value now ; enquire also aa to the tvortli of farms then, sod now; 
extend yoar enquiries if you choose, as to the amounl i^ imlmdual 
de,biB ; there w ill be no reluctance to lell — then, and now. ConteinplaM 
the results of all these examinations, and then doubl if you can, tlwt 
hundred millions is a moderate estimate [or the property created liy die 
canals. All this is produced by the extension of commercial faciliti 
I speak not now of the benefits conferred, In the same manner, upon (be 
city of New-Vork. I will hcrealler present liiem to your view. Pro. 
Lably a etiU more accurate method ordoterminingthe cuniincrcial etifeotfl 
of the canals, is to ascertain the diminution in the expense of Intns- 
portation. On that point I have sought information from authentic sour- 
ces; from those who were engaged io the business belorci and have 
been since, Ihe completion of the canab. 

The canal board last year estimated the expense of transportation be- 
fore the completion, from Albany (o Butfalo nt, from eighty to an hun- 
dred dollars a ton. Thai may be correct, but my enquires establish a 
less sum, an tlie average, and I shall use it because it produces a re- 
sult less favourable to the canals. My ini'ormation is, that for seven 
years previous to the completion of the canals, the average expense of 
taneporlation from Albany to Buffalo was scncnty dollars a ton, and aiocA 
the completion nineteen dollars of which sum ifi8,80 was for freight, and 
J10,30 for tolls. And the expense of transportation from BulTalo (o 
Albany for Ihe same period, before the completion vtavji/iy dolla^^^ 
ton, and since ihe completion it has been ten dollars, of (vhich_^t-( i 
freight, and five for lolls. Tins furnishes us with a rule by which to es- 
timate the amount saved by the canals in llie expense of tronsporiation. 
Tlie saving on ihc ascending trade is fifly one dollars a ton, which ia 
precisely /tic limes the amount of tolU. The saving on the ileseendiiig 
trade i&foHy dollars, which is exactly eight limes the amount of toUa. 
There has boen the same ralcable saving between any two intermediate 
points, as between Uiose eslremiiles. If then the ascending and descen- 
ding transportation were equal, the saving mould be six and a half timee 
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tlicftoiount of the tolls pfiiil. But ib&t is not ibc fact'. Tlie amounLoi 
descending transponation, on which there is the largest saving, in 
weight, far exceccils ihe ascending. For the sake ot" ^tafcty, we will take 
the saving at six limes the amount of loll, although that is probably 
much too low. The whole amount oj" lolls received, is upwards of five 
miillons of dollars, and consequently the saving in the expense of trans- 
portation, exccedw tkirUj millions of dollars. But 1 shall be told and 
truly, that if the canals had not been constructed, there would not have 
been the same amount of transportation. True indeed it is, and now 
you begin to perceive (he still greater advantages of the canals. TTiey 
have been the generators as well as the conductors of commerce. Tlieir 
claims are still further enhanced; for as to oil liiat mass of proper- 
ty which would never have reaciieil a niarkel without them, tliey have 
given to it, not merely the iiiaviug in transportation, hut all its value. 
They have given value to lliat which before waa valueless. Sir, you 
will do well, if you can settle that account by allowing the saving in the 
espcnsc of iransporlalion. A further scnitliiy will greatly enhance the 
amount. The result of the whole operation has been to concentrate in 
the city of New York an iminenae amount of commerce, that would nev- 
er have existed without the canals. Some idea of the cxttnt of this new 
trade may be obtained from the fact that an amount of wheat and flour, 
nearly equal to 700,000 barrels of flour were brought, the laal season, 
from beyond l.'tica, all destined to that market. Is it nothing to out 
commercial metropolis, to receive such an amount of that staple of com- 
merce from a region, whence not enough for a buscuit would have been 
received without the Eric canal? Add also the vast amount of other 
products, that were still less able to bear the expense ol'land transpor- 
tation, which now reach that city, and tind a profitable market And 
is it nothing to iht: city to supply in return all this vast region with mer- 
chandise! Let us look at the population of dic city ofNewVork for 
the last lony years. In 1790. 30,000 ; in 1 80(). 60,000 ; 1810,90,000; 
1820, 123,000, and 1830, 213,000. For the first period of twenty 
years, not cssenliolly varying from one (enl/t of the population of the 
state, falling to one flcvcnlh part in 18^0, and now amounting to one 
ninth. What new and powerful impubc has been given to it within the 
lost ten years? What has sent it with such increased rapidity on the 
road of advancement f Not foreign commerce. The state of the world 
baa not been favourable to enlerpriMC in that department. Indeed, its 
domecttic commerce has been essential to its foreign commerce. Wiih- 
oul the formcr,i[8 foreign commerce must have been exceedingly dimin- 
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ished I'rom n'hat it bas enjoyed. To the extension ol'its iLomeatiu 
meic*, produced essentially by the cwiala, it owes all ila increftaed ad> 
vancemenl. Indeed wilhoui thttt resource, it may well be queslioaed, 
whether the rate of its increase for the la^t (en years w-oulj bave equal- 
led that of the ten yeara preceediiij. Tell me then what portion ol the 
90,000 inhabitants added to its population in the last (en year!", ' 
sent and eatabU^hcd there, by means of your canab ! If you can dctei^ 
mine that, you can form some i Jea of the portion of llie present business 
and wealth of that city, which you must ascribe to the same cause. 
And for what sum do you think sir, that city would consent to forego the 
future bcnefils, to be derived from your canals 1 Sir, I make no extroT' 
aganl assertion, wlien 1 say, that rather than have those avenues closed 
up, the city of Neiv York alone would, at once, pay your whole canat debL 
And is it nothing sir, to the neighbouring countries, that oppose the c 
nal system, to have the advantages of euch a market, as that great and 
increasing city affords? Is it nothing to Orange to have a city ofSOt^- 
000, rather than 100,000 to supply wiihbuitcr? Ask her sturdy yeo- 
manry, of clear intelhgence, and lofty independence, who know ! 
well how to get up a liiitler exdttmcnt^ and bring the proud metropolis to 
submission. Is it nothing lo the other grazing counties upon the river, 
to be enabled lo take the advantages of favorable prices for Oieir bec^ 
pork, mutton, as n'cU as the products of the soil! Is it nothing to Long > 
Island to have the firal chance in such a market for her poultry, her ve- 
getables and her fruitsl Tell me, Sir, are the canals nothing to the riv- 
er counlie?, when l!ie canal commissioners assert, in their admired re 
port of 1825, that even then leached ashes had been transported from; 
Washington to Long Island 1 Is it nothing to good old Suffolk, to haro i 
her long lilled-field^, feriilized from Washington, and nothing to Wssh- 
inglon, lo be enriched by the musty dollars, drawn from tlie long stuff- 
ed, untied bags of old Suffolk 1 

Sir, slcam and canals have made neighbors of the extremities of omJ 
state. They have enabled remote sections, to exchange commodities 
and increase each other's wealth and comforts. Is there a county in the 
state that would relinciuish the advantage to itself, from the anticipated 
growth of New-Vork, resulting solely from operetions of the canals* 
For what sum 1 There is a strange propensity in man, when he en- 
joys commercial facilities, lo oppose improvements which may admit 
others to a participation. He seldom profits by the lessons of experi- 
ence, but continues his opposition after the test of experiment has ban- 
ished his fears, explotled his theories, and refuted his reasoning. It is 
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flaid that the agriculluralisils in the viciitity of London, opposeil, fiercely 
all iiilerual iraprovemenls, and afler witnessing and enjoying tUtir prac- 
tical benefits, continued ihelr opposition to every new project, unlil Iheir 
pasture lands where actually converted into gardens. 

Indulge me. Sir, in a few remarks more, on the subject of the bcneCual 
effectsof ihe canals upon the prosperity of ilie ciljof New-York; and the 
benefits to the whole state, ilicncc reaulling from the same cause. The 
interest of the city and the counlry are intimately blended. The im- 
provements in intercourse have increased the connexion, and rcndereil 
it indissoluble. The capital of the city is now employed to vivify, stim- 
ulate and reward industry, throughout all its various departments, tie 
great calamity canbefal the city without affecting ail our great interests; 
nor can it experience alone, any unusual tide oj prospcrily. Bui the ge- 
nial flow is felt, and quickly, in every section of the state. In fact, the 
prosperity of the city is the prosperity of the country, ll is by advanc- 
ing the city, by means of the canoK liial parts .of the stale not directly 
benefitted, by them, are made to partake in their benefits. How is the 
continued advancement of llic city tu be secured? Undoubtedly by at' 
trading to it all the foreign commerce which the condition of the world 
will permit. Cut oicr that coodilion, our legislation can have but little 
control. Foreign legislation and foreign policy may counteract oin ef 
forts, and defeat our purposes. Our legislation can influence only its 
domestic commerce, and ibat commerce must continue to be, as it now 
is, the aliment of its foreign commerce. And how is that domestic com- 
tneicc to be increased! By new facilities; by opening new avenues. 
Every canal you make, which n tributary to thoee already in operation, 
throws an additional amount of trade into your metropolis. It benefits 
not merely the section through which it runs, h\i' your city directly, and 
through tlial, indirectly every other part of the stale. 

It is by the concentration of domestic conmierce in that city, that we 
are to secure its continued advancement and promised elevation. In- 
creasing at the same rate, as during the last ten years, it will have in 
1840, a population of 370,000. While we indulge a just pride, in con- 
templating what that city is, we may experience mo. abundant felicity 
in anticipating what it may become. The chairman has expressed, in 
beautiful language, his animating hopes of its future exaltation. Let 
bim unite with us, in furnishing ll)e means of securing and increasing its 
prosperity, and then hl^ inflated expectations maybe realized. He iray 
live to see her, exalted in commercial importance — dilTusing blea:<ing8 
far and wide, exalted siiH more in moral anci inl^Uectual worth; her " en- 
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obliug chariiiea" increased in number, and extended in ueetulness, 
institutions multiplied, elevated in ctiaiactcr and object, abounding in 
treasures of Hcience, pratronising genius, encouraging art, betnendil 
humanity, giving impulse and direction to ihe human mind, displsyil 
the beneficent uses of su|jerabuudant wcaltli, and condiituiing the es: 
(iil adornment and glory of this western Itemispliere. 

Sir, I present you these viewa to eheiv how well the canals have 
fulfilled Ihe main purpose ol their construction, the attainment and ex- 
tension of cotiunercial advantages. 

If your patience will permit, we will now see what tliey have done io 
point of revenue : 

The Erie and Champlain canala have been in full operation, but five 
years, and the amount of tolls reccired, afler payment of all the eipen- 
sea of collection, is $5,037,623, The amount duringthelaetfiveyears, 
is 1^4,128.251 ; giving an average of $825,650 a year, and equal to about 
uine per cent on the whole cost of construction, including the expendi- 
ture for additions, alterations and improvements. And, for the last year, 
ihc actual receipts were ^1,005,399, more than eleven per cent upon the 
whole cost. • Is not this enough to satisfy reasonable beings 1 Whoever 
expected the canals would yield tolls before they were made! They 
produce them abundantly since they were completed, and they only want 
a little time, not half what you have obtained of your creditors to pay off 
your whole canal debt, and pour copious streams of revenue into your 
treasury. 

But it is said that sanguine calculations have heretofore been mado 
of their products, which have not been realized. No documents are 
presented, no proofs are offered to shew any such bloated calculations 
or lank reaulls. I will give you proof that ihe highest estimates have 
been far exceeded. And for that purpose I call your attention to the 
report of the canal commissioners ol 1825, which, at my instance, you 
read to Ihe committee. And who, Sir, can approach that report without 
admiring it^ If those commissioners had neverKritIm any thing the, it 
would have remained forever a monument of their capacity. The time 
was peculiarly auspicious and exhilarating. The great work entrusted 
to their charge tvas near its completion. Pull of grateful feelings, at its 
eventful history and successful progress, they then stood on an emi- 
nence, whence they surveyed all that was past, all that then existed, and 
they assmued to extend their view far into the land of promise. AH 
their powers were put into requisition ; whatever of judgment, whatever 
of genius, whatever of imagination, whatever of calculation they posses- 
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\ Bed, were excited lo lIiGulmosl, to construct a inemoi'ial,Iionoral)lelo tlieir 
h own skill and tidelily, and to present a splendid exhibition of the ener- 
r Iffi the enterprise and glory of New-York. They lansacked creation in 
I March ofrich materials for gorgeous emhelliahinent. They dipped their 
tpencil in the rain-bow, to portray a picture of approaching prosperity, 
for admiration to gaze at. The sun ami moon were not, indeed, lo Btand 
still, in vronder and amazomcnl, al the stiipcnduous structure, but the 
charmed seasons were to grow grateful and change their character, to 
give more unlimited success to the enterprise. Then, tvhen their hearts 
glowed with patriotic pride, at tlie contemplation of the past ; then when 
iheir souls swelled with rapturous delight, at the anticipation of the fu- 
ture, then when they felt the " inxpiralion of poetry," and were not tif- 
^icifrfwith its ^'melanchollij mndness," (ve should have expected extrav- 
agance, if extravagance had been possible. Time, that never fails to 
lest the truth of prophesy, as well as the merit of thing!*, has brought 
us to a point where we can compare prediction with reality. Let us 
make that comparison, and ne shall see how greatly '^ the celerity of 
their thouffhtji, lagged behind the velocity" of the advancement of their 
works.* 

I will present you the highest calculation which they ventured to make, 
and that too, founded upon an anticipated increase of tolls at the rale of 
seventy-five thousand dollars a year. In 1826, the tolls they anticipated, 
were $500,(X)0; the actual tolh, expenses all deducted, were $715,315; 
in 1827, the anticipated tolls were $575,000; the actual tolls were 
$845,971 ; in 1828, the anticipated lolls tvere $650,000, the octual tcdls, 
$792,587 ; in 1 829, the anticipated tolls were $725,000, the actual tolls', 
$769,056 ; in 1830, the anticipated tolls were $800,000, and the actu- 
al tolls proved to be, after paying all expenses of collection, $1,005,399. 
In 1825, the commissioners declared, if the tolls reached a million in 
ten yeers it would be expedient to construct a new canal, on the north 
aide of the Mohawk ; they did reach a million in live years, and now it 
is " tinconsltrutional to construct any canal." 

Then if the tolls reached a million in ten years, the canal debt would 
be paid before it was due, and prohGc revenues from that source would 
banish forever, the idea of taxation; Ihcy did reach a million in five 
years, and now " internal improvt ments, when stripped, by time, oftheir 
gaudy trappings, are nothing but eternal T4Xation." Then, the ca- 
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B wen lo oe promolive of all human happiness ; now, it ia impioj 
to construct them, because, " when God condeecended to legialale A 
mankind, inttnml improvements escaped ihe ken of inlinite wisdoi 
Bir, the human disposition is a curioua tiling. A great man, Longinl 
said, and a still more wonderful being, Napoleon, repealed, that tbi 
tvae hut a " single slop from the Bublime to ihe ridiculous," 

I will now &-ik your attention, while I shew you the abundance of re-"* 
venue for all its purposes. My calculation will be founded on the as- 
sumption, that there will be no increaee of revenue or diminution of ex- 
penditure. And yet neither of these suppositions will be correct, f 
shall speak of the increase of revenue hereafter. 

The subject of expenditures deserves consideration. The public at- 
tention is awake to it. Those expenditures have been enormous. Last 
year, the whole canal board told us, in answer to a resolution, that they 
could not give encourygement that there would be any diminution. This 
year, the canal commissioners inform us that those expenditures were 
reduced last year, 5-80,000, about one-fourth of the whole previous ex- 
penditure. At the same time, they tell ua they constructed, during the 
last year, more than an hundred bridges, besides numerous aqueducts, 
culverts, and other permanent works ; and they now assure us ol a pros- 
pect of a still further reduction. 

The commissioners of the canal fund, admit the fact of a diminution 
in the expenditures, but make the amount onlj about $54,000. We are 
accustomed lo such differencies, 1 shall not stop to enquire which is 
accurate, but satisfied with the fact of a substantial retrenchment, and 
encouraged by the promise of a still greater, I leave those functionaries 
to reconcile their conflicting statements. 

Lei UB now test llie sufficiency of the canal revenues, for all the purpo- 
ses ever contemplated, upon the assumption, thai there shall be no in- 
crease of revenue or diminution of expenditure. The nominal amount 
of the Erie and Champlain debt, on the first of January last, was $7,- 
901,035,86. 

Tha amount of fVind on hand, applicable to the payment of that debj^ 
and which might be immediately applied, if any part of the debt were 
redeemable, is$!,6'i8,096,95; which, deducted from the nominal amount, 
leaves the real debt, $5,352,938,91. Of that fund $260,000 is invested 
in stocks, yielding an interest of $13,500, and the residue $1,386,96,95, 
is in deposit, at intCFCst, at the rale of three and a half per cent. But I 
speak advisedly and on information derived from the most authentic 
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sources, from llitwe who will ilicmaelves jiay i>, wlien I assert, timt you 
may have at least four per cent. Tlie surplus derived fromjhe ordinary 
sources of revenue, willioul inlcresi, last year, cscee(!ed $700,000. I 
take your fund at wliat it now i?, add an annual 9urplu3 of $'700,000, 
and compuie interesl upon it, at ihc rate of four per tent. Upon these 
data you will have on llic first of January, 1833, a fund of 87,630,665- 
31. On the fii'St of July, preceding, there will have bei-ome redeema- 
ble, of your canal debt, $3,189,000 ; which will, of course, be paid; 
and you will have on llic first of January, 1838, after making that pay- 
men(,a fund $4,201 ,665,31,3 sum larger than yourtwhole remaining debt. 
From that time, your canal revenues iriU be released from the payment 
of near $195,000, of interest and the annual surplusthcncc forward may 
bo fairly assumed, at $900 000. Pursuing the same mode of compu- 
tation, you will have, on tlic firat of January, 1846, a fund of $13,927,- 
468,53. 

The residue of the Erie and Cbamplain debt, amounting to $3,512,- 
035,86, will have become due on the firat of July, preceding, and after 
that is paid, you will have remaining a fund of $10,4l5,43:Z,67, unin- 
cumbered and applicable to any purposes oi the state. The interest up- 
(hat fund, at four per cent, will exceed the whole amount of your annual 
expenditures. 

Sir, I tremble when I thinlr, what may be itone, with such a fund. A 
national debt is an evil, because it gives the government power over in- 
dividual*, whicli it may use for the purposes of conupllon. But for all 
the objects of polilica! profligacy, a national fund is intinilily more dan- 
gerous. Such, Sir, have been the actual results of your canals, in point 
of revenue, and euch the promise of the future. But is the assumption 
correct, ihat there will be no further increase of tolls ? Every view you 
can lake of the subject, refutes the supposition. Last year, the com- 
missioners of the canal fund, made an estimute of the canal revenues, 
and the expected surplus, and they now are constrained to tell you, that 
their estimate is exceeilcd in the results, by about the sum of $360,000. 

1 loo, made an estimate, founded upon a supposition of an annual 
surplus of $500,000. I ventured loo, at the samir time, to present you 
another estimate on the assumption, that the surplus would he $700,- 
000, and exhibiting a result similar to llie one I have now presented. 
And who gore it credence. I am confident not one of all who heard 
me. The espetience of one short year, has yurpaassed all our calcula- 
tions. If you look to the regions whence the commodities come, on 
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iGf (olU arc imposeJ, ilo you see evidence of a diminution ? In 
the western^ orti on of your own slate at a Bland slill, or on the declinel 
The direct reverae is Ihe foci. The west was never advancing with 
greater rapidity. Populous and atrojig as it is, great as its means and 
resources are, it is yel in no point of vieiv, at maturity. In cnlerprie^ 
inlelhgcncu and patriolism, it has, indet*d, banished con'.pfiition; but 
its exhibiti'ins are yet but (he efforts of immature age and sirenglk 
You see noiv oniy the bloom and promise of its youth ; you are her^ 
atlcr to witness the fruits and powers of its manhood. Vast portions 
of its fertitle lands ore yet in willdcrnes^ and lliose which have been 
Bubdued by the arm of industry, have not yel been put to the exter.t 
of their capacity. From that region there wilt be a continued increase 
of commodities for tran^porlalJon, liable it is true, to be measurably ef- 
fected by the degree of fruitfulness of the seasons. But Sir, what lies 
beyond your own dominions. A world with which your intercourse 
has just commenced. The canal commissioners tell you, and truly, 
that much of ihc unexpected increase in your tolls, last year, was ow- 
ing to the commerce of the "fat west." 

Until Uie last year, you have experienced but little benefit from that 
commerce. Heretofore, tlie demand for the products oftlie soil, fortbe 
supply of emigrants, together with youi' high lolls and the want offc- 
cililies of Iransporlaiion, ai lioiiiC; have prevented their transmission lo 
New- York. The demand for tlie supply of emigrants, is relatively & 
minishiiig, ivhile the surplus of their products is constantly increasing. 
By the opening of the Ohio can:il, the expenses of transportation are 
diminished, and facilities of communication extended to a great and 
abounding portion of that state. Last year, only a small portion of ihat 
canal was in a condition for use, and that, not till the season was far ad- 
vanced. Yet you felt the cffccls uponyour lolls, and your public func- 
tionaries were astounded at them. That canal will begin the ensuing 
season, with 190 miles of navigation, besides its branches, and one year 
more will give you passage from Lake Erie to the Ohio. You will thcR 
have access to the whole valley of the Ohio, and Mississippi. Sir, 
what a region is ihnt; the grealest and most delightful of this Union; 
vast in extent, and vaster still in its resources ; with a climaie so mild 
as hardly lo inlerrupl the process of vegetation ; wilii a soil thai affords 
all the products required by human wantR, and yields ihem luxuriantly 
to the hand of labour ; abounding in all the treasures of die earth, and 
the forest ; doubUng its enterprising population every ten years, and ad- 
vancing with " rapid strides lo destinies beyond the reach of mortal 
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eye." Such, 8ir, ia the region that offers you its cotunierce. And do 
you think it no object of aliainuienti Come it will, to eome extent. 
Vour policy may do mudi to hasten or retard it, and increase or dimin- 
ish its amount. Sir, you can form no adequate estimate of what it may 
be. Do not presume Sir, to measure the products of that region by what 
tliey have beeo^ Tliink you, ihc husbandman will raise no more, from a 
soil of aUnost boundless capacity, when his products bring him a hai- 
vest of gold, then be did when, except what his necessities required, 
ihcy perished where they grew, Sii-, the capital of yoiu' metropolis is 
already at work in that region, performing its magic wonders. Instead 
of small fields, half tilled, half han'ested, if you follow the reaper there, 
hereafter, you will find vast but clean fields to glean on. Time, thougli 
but litile, where enterprise abound?, is requisite to enable commercial 
advanlegea to producei ihcir stimulating effects. Do you apprehend 
thai commerce will flow in other channels? Look at facts and ban- 
ish fears. Three incidents, are essenliul to a successful commerce. 
Cheapness of transportation, certainly and safely ; all these are secured 
by your canal navigation. And whenever you choose, you can still fur- 
ther reduce the expense, by a reduction of the lolls. No other channel 
combines these controlling requisites to so great a degree, if the com- 
merce of the ivest seeks the ocean through the Mississippi, it roust en- 
counter greater difhcuUies, and he ejiposed to the dangers of the ele- 
ments ; of the changes in the current of the river at its moulii, and of a 
climate, deslruclive alike of life, and properly. A heavy insurance will 
be required, and if in case of loss, Ihc full amount be paid and promptly , 
the merchant is not indemnified, for he loses his profits, and sufTers in- 
terruption in his business. Bir, you cannot turn your mind to any view 
of the subject without coining to the same conclusion, that your com> 
merce and your tolls arc destined to a vast augmentation. Do not for- 
get Sir, that where any people sell their products, there they buy their 
merchandize, and that they make their purchases In proportion to their 
means. An increase of tolls on the trade descending your canals, en- 
sures an increase upon that ascending. Will you persist longer in the 
belief thai you are to have no further increase of your canal revenue? 
In spite of your lainrntations and dismal forehodingn*, it will continue to 
flow upon you, till it gluts your colfers with its superabundance. The 
cost of the canals has been again pressed upon us, and you will pardon 
me therefore, while 1 bestow upon that subject, some consideration. It 
» really a mailer of curiosity, that no man can tell, at this day, whatth^ 
did cost, and that statements made by public officers, arc so different in 




amount. In 1826, the coiiuiiissioners of tlie canul I'liml atalcd the cost 
to be $9,-237,337 4S. In 1828, the canal comniiseioners assert 
that according to aHlalemcnt of (he CoinplroUer, the noat was $9,108,- 
299,and ihey adopl that sum as the true amount, when a? lliey say their ob- 
ject was to " correct eronious impressionf, and disabuse the public 
mind." I assume that as the cost, first, because it was lUe statement of 
the Comptroller, and In ilic CotDplroller of that day^ vie all liave coafi- 
dence, and he has recently received a flattering renewal of il from the 
Legislature. Secondly, I assume it because the canal commissioners 
asserted its correctness at a lime, when their minds were intent upon 
tiie point, and they were acting under a solemn responsibility. Of this 
amount, they assert that llie original cost was only ig7,519,395 00, and 
that $1,621,274,00, had been expended for addition?, alterations, and 
improvements. I agree wilh my colleague fiom Herkimer, (Mr. Benton) 
that the latter sum may be properly reckoned as a part of ihe cost of the 
canals. The constructions, for which it was expended, were appenda- 
ges of, and useful, if not necessary to, the main work. Pardon me 
Sir, if I insist upon thai principle hereafler in reference to a mode of 
charging for similar expenditures adopted by the uanal board. But if 
there ia uncertainty as to the cost, there is none as to the present 
amount of ihe debt. Deduct the fund on hand from tlie nominal amount^ 
and the real debt is only $5,352,939 91. That is all that would re- 
main of it, after the a ppU cation of your existing fund. Stale the amouot 
of the cost then, as liigh ma you please. The answer is, the canals have 
been in full opperotion only five yeui-s, and tliat ia all that remains unpro< 
vided for, of the debt to your public creditors. But ihe chairman has 
discovered two items never recorded before, ar.d paraded them in his re- 
port One is Grand Island, estimated at £60,000, and made a charge 
in favour of llic general fund against the canals. The chairman ia mista- 
ken when he says that this island was appropriated at the commence- 
ment of the canal system. Ifhe will look in the laws ofIS20,he will 
find an Act entitled an " 4ct to authorise the Mayor, Aldermen and 
Commonalty of (he city of Albany to dispose of their pubhc lands by 
Lottery." The last section of that act provides, that the proceeds of 
Grand Island, ivhcii the legislature shall direct it to be sold, shall be ap- 
plied to ihe construction of the Erie and Champlain canals. So Sir, 
it was not exclusively with reference to the canals, that this approprift- 
tion was made. Albany wanted to sell her commons by lottery ; for 
that (he passage of an act was necessary. The good name oi' the ca- 
nal was used to ctfcct a purpose, if not to aanclify a deed- The Lcgia- 
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■ture had been memorialized to grant tlial i--UiKl, Ibr a very special 
ect. I know not wliat iniliience thut might have liail upon its Irans- 
and sale. But it waa sold, no bonds taken, and il liaa leverteil 
I your liandj. Tliere it ih, I pray you, lake it back ; the canals 
have not hurt it ; they do not want, and cannol use it. Tlie care of it 
is a charge upon the canal fund, lis transfer haa elTectcd one of its ob- 
jects. Albany has sold her commons, or is in tlie ivay of doing il. You 
can take it back without diHiculty. It is not included in the pledge. 
The public creditors no more look to Grand Island for payment, than 
they do to (he fact, that it shall be the future residence of the scattered 
tribes of Israel. Take it back and restore it to Ifie fund from which you 
took it. Tlie chairman has dso discovered that there was expended 
the sum of $42,957, for "preliminary examinations and surveys," anla- 
rior to 1817, and that sum is now, for the first lime, made a charge 
against Ihe canals. This i:^ now claimed for the general fund. I re- 
joice that this discovery has been made, because it discloses the impor- 
tant fact that $43,957is all that tvas ever drawn from the Ireasuiy to 
construct diese great works. More I admit has been stopped froo) go- 
ing in, but that i^ all that has ocen taken out, to construct the Erie 
and Champlain canals. Hut if this be a proper charge against the ca- 
nals, why has il not been paid. How does il happen ihat il was never 
thought ofbefore. Are your public officers chargeable with negligence 
during all (his long intervening period ] If it be a part of the canal 
debt, why not pay it now? The means are abundant. If I were of 
council for the canal, I would advise him to make an immediate tender 
of the money. I would stop the in[ere.--t if not the clavioi: The chair- 
man has introduced the report of Ihe canal Board, made last year, to 
the Senate in comiiiphance with a rei^olution, and vouched for its cor- 
reclness. We might, Sir, perhaps hold him responsible as endorser, 
but I did not understand him to assert its accuracy upon his own knowl- 
edge, or to affirm that he had subjected it lo any tests. Until he hae, 1 
should think it cruel to bold him responsible, for an undertaking, produ- 
ced perhaps by too generous a confidence, 

I bestowed some attcniion upon that report at ihe last session, and did 
hope never to have heard of ii again. But, as it is thru&t upon us, to 
influence our deliberations, and perhaps to create impressions in the 
community, unfavourable to the Canal Policy, I propose to test the ac- 
curacy of its statements, and correctness of its principles. The Cunal 
Board asserted, and upon their auliiorily, the Chairman has repealed, 
that on the firet of January, 1S30, the Canals were indebted to the state 
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in Ihe sum of ;J( 2,237,399 10, and that " they had then paid nothiag Iff 
warda theextinguishmentofllieir debt, and not even the annual 'mterest.* 
For the last year, it isadmiiled, ihcy yielded an excess of ^ 109,152 \0 
Bear in mind, Sir, thai Ihe asserlion is, that such was the amount of tb^ 
debt, and that the canaU liad paid nothing. 1 have hroughl down tb( 
calculation to the fir^t of January, of ihis year ; hut to avoid all possbilitj 
of error in ray own calculations, I prefer to take the statement wheri 
the canal board left it. It is eijually sure as a test, and a continuance c 
it to the first of the present year, would only exhibit the result in a littW 
more glaring light. 1 assume, therefore, the debt from the canals to tin 
slate, on the first of January, 1830, as they affirm, al i5l3,337,399 70 
Add to that the amount of the old surveys, since found, $43,997, and thi 
interestupon that sum $45,104,85. I will not assert that the interest 
is accurate, for I am not expert in compounding. 

The whole amount of debt, on Ihe principle of the canal board, on Iht 
first of January, 1830, waa $12,325,461,35. The other assertion iff 
that the canals had paid nolliing. That debt consists oflivo poriionsj 
one due lo the public creditors, and the other to the general fund. If tha 
canals had paid nothing, then all thai had been paid to the public crediton 
had been received from the general fund. Id proportion, therefore, as tta 
debt to the public creditors decreased, that to the general fund increasei 
The aggregate of these two debts, eliould constitute the whole amoud 
of debt. Noiv let us see, Bir, if that sum will prove. The nomin^ 
amount of debt lo the public creditors, on the first of January, 1830 
was $7,032,013,00, and the amount of fund then on hand, includinj 
tlic amounts due from the tributary canals, and which hare since beet 
paid, was $926,099,08, which, deducted from the nominal, left the rea 
debt, $6,105,913,92, which, deducted from the asserted debt, $12,S2{^ 
461,55, leli the amount which had been paid, $6,2 1 9,557,63. That, thei 
is the sum which i^hould be the amount of contributiona from ihe genei 
a) fund. Yet the canal board slates, the whole dpbl to the general fund 
with the inlerest cast and componnded, at only $4, 633,990,32, whitrl 
deducted from the amount thai had been paid, teavea the sum of $1,589 
667, St entirely unaccounted for. Thai has been paid. Sir, do not bi 
alarmed. It will never re-appear to annoy us. It will not come i 
seventeen years hence, like the old surveys, to trouble those who ma; 
be in our places. No Sir, it is actually paid; but how was it done t 
Not from the general fund, for all you obtained there, you have applied 
and exhausted. Tlien tell us where you got the money! Not fn 
canals. No Uiey have paid nothing. So say the canal board, i 



repeats tliu clialrmaii. And i!ie; are " ell, all honorable men.^' Tell us 
tlien where you Tound it. It was a clever sum ; more than enough to 
construct the Chenango canal. In what secret caverns wfla il hid. 
Give ue a chance to search, there may be more there. Tell ua frankly. 
The disclosure may banish many delusions. Il may prevent moon- 
stricken beings fiom searching longer, by torchlight, for Kid's hidden 
treasuros. Sir, that sum won't prove. There arc a variety of oibftr 
tests to which t had intended lo subject thai statement, but the chairman 
does not afiirm its accuracy upon his own knowledge, and my colleague 
from Herkimer, inscly abandons its defence. 1 will only ask the chair- 
man lo take the statement lo pieces, examine its component partf^ 
make the calculations himself, and then replace the items so aa to pro- 
duce the result. I fancy he will find ihcm hkc the pieces of Blanton's 
letter to Jenny Dcnns ; "he who would gar them up and pit them 
ihegither again, wee'l hae o'er mucklc troiihk' lo do it." But for its errors 
ol calculation, I care hut little. They can piroduce no lasting injury. Ita 
errors in principle, ere more »^riousi and miportanl. The objection is 
Dot, that the canal board cast and compounded the in1cre><l on proper 
items, but that they have made improper charges against the canals. 
The canal hoard, in that samerepoil, admit that a portion of the salt and 
auction duties, oughl to be credited, inmc-ad of being charged to the ca- 
iiala. They have even undertaken to determine what portion, and yet 
Iiave made their calculation upon the principle that the canals were to be 
diargcd with the tekoU amount. They have so charged. When, there- 
fore, they assert that the canals on the 6rst of January, 1330, were in- 
debted to ihe elate, in the -sum ol jll2,23?,399 10; lliey make an as- 
f^ertion which, upon their own declared principle, is incorrect. Why was 
this T Why frerc tiie^e columns of figures, and ibis imposing result, pre- 
sented to the public, when,, in every particular, it was known to be 
wrong? Not only ia the Unal result erroneous, but every other result, ib 
incorrect upon their own principle. The calculation as to the salt and 
auction duties commenced in 1818. They begun in error and continued 
in error throughout. And not content wiih tlie original cr-or, they ad- 
ded error to error every successive year. The whole calculation, there 
fore, from be^ning to end, is one elaborate error. Not one of all its 
statements correct, not one of its results accurate ; and yet this collection 
ot blundern and errors, is preitenled lo shew the operation ctf our canals 
and to influence public opinion in relation to our policy of internal itD- 
proremenls. 
In that report the canal board has charged, as repairs, the cos! of new 



csnsiiuciiuiis. Ex)iei>Jitui'ce, to ii terge ainotiiil lor additions, altera 
tiona and improvemenis, are included in thai slatcment, as ordinary re- 
pairs. These expendil'jresiiie i.ir|>ipr:sdy fi»e same cbaracler aa l^iose 
nhtcti in l'^2S, t!ie canal coiTjmisi^ioiicrs iiiaisied. ought not to be reckon- 
ed as apart oflhe canal, but inhould be deemed nt;w and separate vrorks. 
Surely if they could not be reckoned os belonging to, Uicy cannot be cob- 
sidei-cd ae repairs of, ilie canal. For llie sake, of convenience in beep- 
ing the accounts from year toyear, there may be no evil in classing tbem 
as repairs, if i!ic proper ilisiinctioiis be made in the annual re(ions, but 
in an account, professing lo shew Ihe slate of llie canals wiili llie gener- 
al fund, it is a palpable error to reckon them as repairs. The effect is, 
lo absorb the canal revenues, and produce errorsoua and deceptive re- 
sults as to their productiveness. If such expendilurea were charged as 
ihc cost of neiv constructions, and the inlereet upon the amount only, 
charged upon the canal revenues, it tvould produce a result widely iKf- 
fcrent and exactly according with truth. 

It cannot be perceived upon what principle the steam-boat tax is 
claimed for the general fund. For the purpose of shewing the cost of 
the canals, it is proper to present it, but it never belonged to the gener- 
al fund. That lax was imposed expressly on account ol'lhe canals, and 
it may well be assumed, that it never would have been imposed, but for 
ihat purpose. It was not a product of the canals, and, therefore, not lo 
be credited to them, but it no more belongs ta the general fund than to 
Ihe canals. It may be well, also, to remember, when we think of tbo 
cost of tlie canals, that the steam-boat lax was paid alike, by citizcoa and. 
strangers. ' j 

The auction duties arc also claimed for the general fund. ■- -• ] 

The caniil board in the report, under examination, admit that a smaS ' 
portion of ihese dudes ought, in fairness, lo be credited to the canals^ 
With what propriety can these duties be called a fund. They conali- 
tnted an extremely good soxirce of revenue, but they were no more a ■ 
fund, than a lax on pedler's, licenses, or a'direct lax. Duties were im- 
fased upon goods sold at auctions, and like all revenues, the avails 
\v«nt into the treasury until they received a spcciGc appropriation. 
And who, Sir, paid these auction duties 1 They were paid by the con- 
sumers of the goods. And who were they ? First, all ihe inhabitants 
oflhis stale, and secondly, all the Inhabitants of the whole unioik 
There is not a state, probably not a county oi town. p03:=ibly not an in- 
dividual, in this nation, who has not paid a portion ol your auction duties; 
Who then built your conals ? Voti have all the gloi; of the enterpriMj 
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oi llic s|ilciiiluur yl'llie achievement, but you iviil be troubled to linil an 
individualin this land wlio haa not conlribuied to pay the cost of their 
construct ion. 

Being such a tax, imposed in such a manner, and paid like a tax upon 
seamen and passengers, by every body, citizens and strangers, Ameri- 
cans and foreigners; the revenues derived, llicrcfrom, were peculiarly 
fit for specific appropriations. The sum of $33,500, annually, had been 
devoted 10 some of the " enobling charities," of New- York, and olher 
sums would un()ueslionahly have received similar diretlion, if the canol 
system bad nol been commenced. As (he ctinals would increase llie 
auction duties, it was especially proper, that the revenues derived ihere- 
from, should be devoted to defray the cost ol tbcir conslrucUon. Such 
was the wisdom of the authors of ihc canal policy. Tlie chairman aays, 
that Ncw-Nork, when she adopted the federal consilitulion, surrendered 
her imposts, a source of very abundant revenue, ll is Iruc, Sir, but 
how came you by your imposts? Your commercial position gave you 
advantages, and like ail mankind, you were prone to use them. You 
layed imposts, by which you drew revenue from the pockets of your 
neighbors. To secure greater advatitages, — blessings which ihe wealth 
of the world could not purchase — you consented to surrender your im- 
posts but you ncva relinquished your disposiiioti to lax your neighbors. 
You imposed the auction duly — that was not an impost, but it belonged 
to the family ; it was a blood relation. It answered the purpose ; it 
brought you large revenues, which the inhabitants of other states, and 
countries contributed to pay. And do you think you would have impos- 
ed it, if you had been in danger of retaliation ! From this resource, the 
canal fund has received about $2,500,000 which, except ibe poiHun that 
has been created by the canals, would have gone into ihc treasury, and 
been subject to a different disposition. Of this amount, probably more 
than one-half, although on thin point, accuracy is impossible, has been 
paid by the inhabitants of other states. 

And who pay your tolls ! Your owh citizens, I admit have hitherto 
paid the bulk, but New-England and Canada, pay no inconsiderable 
BUtns; and the west, the glorious west, now pays much and will soon 
pay more abundantly. To use a figure of my colleague on another euhject, 
by your tolls, you lax the nhole"ivestern world, and by your auction du- 
ties, the eastern hemisphere." And, r?ir, does it become the great state oi 
Neiv-York, when she subjects the whole union to taxation, to be very 
parsimonious in her expenditures, for great objects of internal improve- 
ment? 




My coikague Irom Uerkimer, to shew Uiti liille cQecl nbicli the ca< 
oalshaTe had upon the auction dutie^ tells you that in 1815 the r«ren- 
ue from (hat source was greater liian In 1830. 

Sir, was it in acconlance ivilb the usiml and eixemplary fairness and 
I candour of my colleague, to give ue tUerct^uh of 1815, the year tbatfol- 
i lowed the lermination of the war, when we all know that in that year, 
(he contents of the work sbopa of England, were flung upon ua. When 
kthc long accumulated remnants of the war in this country and in Eu- 
rope, were forced into the market and sold at auction. Why did not 
i my colleague give us the results of 1817, ihc year ihat you commenced 
I the canals? He would have found that the e^^timate of the comptroUert 
^ Rw that year, was only $130,000, and that $12,000 was all that iheca- 
c-oalfuod received. 

Since Ihat period, that revenue ha^ expenenccd some fluctuation, but 
I it has doubled, trebled and in some yeari^ almost quadrupled in amount. 
[ 9ut the most aslonidhing error prevails in relation to the salt duties. Tb« 
^ canal hoard, admitting tliat onclliird of iberevenue, derived from that re* 
Murce, should be credited lo the canals, have made their calculation upOQ 
[ the principle of charging the canals with the whole amount. Without as* 
I auming that principle, founded in obvious error, they could not have pro- 
[ duced any one oftheir imposing and adverse results. This enormous er* 
nor has been adopted by others, and it has come to be an assumption, thtt 
^ die salt duties are a proper charge against the canals in favor of the gener- 
t al fund. It is incredible, that any person of intelligence, should so be- 
lieve or 90 assert, it is a great disturber of the correctness of such 
slateinenls, and the harmony of the calculations founded upon them, that 
neither the revenue nor the duly had, or ever could have bad, an exietence 
ivithoul the canals. Previous lo the commencement of the canal sys- 
t6tn, a duty of three cents per bushel hod been imposed, which yielded 
enough to pay the expenses of superintendence and inspection, and af- 
forded a trifle to the treasury. This revenue for 1817, was estimated' 
by the comptroller, at /tmr ikoiuand dollars. This is the annual suni 
which might be claimed for the general fund. In that year, the duty of 
12 1-8 cents per bushel was imposed, the revenue appropriated to 
tiie canal fund ; and the middle section of the canal was commenced. 
Wittiout that cause, and but for that object, it may be safely etfirme^ 
that such a duty never would have been imposed. .\nd facts JuDlify lbs 
conclu4<ioD, that the manufacture never could have sustained such a dtt^ 

I have, on a former occasion, presented you what I deem to b« 




fac(s, in relalion to the condition of the manulactum and the operations 
of the canal upon it. But rs tliia subject is again tir^ed upon us, and 
BB it is important, not only lor the exposition of llic monstrous error of 
the report of the canal board, but for other impoiiani purpoacs', I pray 
your leave, while I re-^tate Ihtm. At the time of llie imposition of the 
present duty, the price of salt al the works', was 25 cents a busliel. It 
had stoo J at thai price for some ycarB. Wood in the immediate vicinity 
of the works had became scarce. Supplies viere obtained from some 
distance. The price was high, and the owners of wood lands, in the 
neighborhood, anticipating greater scarcity and higher prices, were le- 
luctant to sell. The expenses of the manufacture were conetanlly in- 
creasing, and it was sustained with difficully. But the moment the mid- 
dle section was undertaken, its condition was changed. The owners 
woodland, knew that they must moke profit of their wood then or never. 
The opening of the middle section, they clearly saw, would bring the 
salt springs in contact with forests, whence abundant supplies could be 
easily obtained. They became more eager to sell, than they had before 
been reluctant. Wood was hurried to the market. The price of fuel 
fell, and the expense of the manufacture was, of course reduced. A 
new impulse was given to it. More hands and more capital were 
attracted to the work. The price of salt at the works fell, and has 
been continually falling. The opening of the Oswego canal has had 
a still further effect to reduce it. By the operation of all these causes; 
salt, greatly improved in quality, has sunk, in price, from 25 cents to six 
a bushel. 

In consequence of this reduction in price and the facilities of trans- 
portation, afforded by the canals, the manufacture and sale have been 
extended and the revenue, of course, has been increased. This effect 
waa experienced before any part of the canal was in a condition to be 
used, and the first year after the imposiiion of ihc duty, the revenue bb- 
cended from $4,000 to ^48,000, and has been constantly increasing un 
til it has reached the sum of ^163,000. 

Without the canal^i, no such duty could have been imposed, because 
it would have crushed the manufacture. And with the original duly on- 
ly, without the canals, the manufacture could never have been increased 
to its present amount, on account of the dilSculty and expense of trans- 
portation. The present duly was imposed solely, with reference to the 
canals, and without them, never would have been, and without them al- 
so, the manufacture could never have received its present extension. 

The salt revenue is, tlierefore, tho product of the canals, as moch bo 
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as the lolls. There would be aa clear propriety and taiincsB in claimiDg 
l/iBinfor the general fund as the salt revenue. 

Wiiile ihe canals have re<iiiceJ iho price of the article at the works, 
they have reduced it also, to the consumer. NoHviihstandiiig the duty, 
ilhaa been afforded, by the reduction in the expense of transportation, 
to the consumer, at less than half its rortiici price. The proportion oi 
the auction duty fairly belonging to ihe canals, would probably exceed 
the amount of tliis revenue that could be justly claimed for the general fund. 
Bui if we allow thai those amounts arc equal, the whole of the salt reven- 
ue ($1250,000) should be tranefcred from the charge to tlie credit of the 
canals. Let this be done, and every result of ihe canal board will be 
reversed. Instead of the asserted fact, that the canals have not suetain- 
ed themselves, a balance will he found in Iheir favour, every year since 
they have been in full operation. The report of the canal board is, 
therefore, erroneous in calculation, erroneous in fact and in piinciple, 
and inaccurate in all its results. It is wonderfuU, that so many palpable, 
iiionslrous eiTors could have been embraced in a single statement. In 
that respect, the report may defy all competition, and lull confidcnce'may 
be indulged, that it will stand lurevcr, pre-eminent in comparison witb all 
papers that ever cnunated from public officers. 

One other view of the salt duly may be permitted, as it has an impor- 
tant bearing upon interesting questions for legislation. It now presents 
a phenomenon, unknown in the civilized tvorld. When the duly was 
imposed, it was, and was inlcuded to be, lifly per cent upon the 
value of the article. By the elfecls of the canals, the price was reduced 
last year, to six cents a bushel. It had for some time beibre been 8 
and 9 cents. The duty for the last year, waa therefore more than two 
hundred per cent, upon the value of the commodity. And that by a di- 
rect imposition, upon an article of domestic manufacture, and of prime 
necessity. Where Sir, in all Chriatendom, will you show me any thing 
like if. You will be troubled to find, even in countries where the im- 
posts and excise are most onerous, a duty so di^proporltoned to the 
value, even when the atticle on which it is imposed, is of foreign pro- 
duction or manufacture, and of luxury or of noxious quality, or tenden- 
cy. But no where, I apprehend, will you find such a duty upon an arti 
cle of domestic manufacture, and that too, one of the simple necessaries 
of life. 

And now Sir, if you arc reatly, we will settle the accounts of the ca- 
nals. Allow U8 the hundred millions, which they have created ; the 
thirty milliorta ihey have saved in the expense of transportation; tbel 
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millions, and wc »'ill not stand for Irides — nliich ihey lave saved in llie 
price or^all ; the five iiiillions they have yieldeii in lolls- -well for the 
sake of harmony, we will let ihein go for repairs, although a large por- 
tion has been applied to the cost of new conslructiona. We will charge 
you notjiing for comfort and convenience, and thai Sir, is not a Utile, 
and then rather than you should fed ao, we will allow your account of 
twelve millions, although if your life depend upon ii, you cannol prove 
it ; hand over the balance of an hundred and twenty millions, and we 
nil! part friends. And then Sir, we will eec how plump you general 
fund will look. 

Who is this General Fund ? From the manner in which he is spokan 
of, he must be a being of life, rights, duties, responsibilities, sympathies, 
passions — some meriiorious chiedsin — the hero of fifty wars — the tri- 
umphant victor of a thousand fields ; now preyed upon by all hia neigh- 
bours, rendered ragged and wretched by Ihelr depredations : sui found- 
ed by pirates; bleeding at every pore, from wounds indicted by re- 
morseless cruelly. Sir, whatever his former merits may have been, hia 
recent conduct does nol commend him to my compassion. When I 
see him mousing among the public documents, in search of ancient ex- 
penditures on which to found a claim, thai he never preferred before, 
but whi(;h, at the time, he prcKniled was a git^ for the public benefit ; 
when I ifind him asserting claims without the shadow of foundation; 
presenting an account, at which arithmetic laughs; declaiing tvith 
matchless impudence that he had put items in it, that he knew did not 
belong tolhim, yet refusingto strike them out ; robbing 'its own hroHifr 
of wealth and honour, for his own aggrandizement ; attempting a fla- 
grant imposture upon human credulity; be seems unfit to be adorned 
with glorious plumes, and exactly fit to be arrayed in the haiiilliments 
of a bandit. Sir, I have no sympathy for such a being. 

I will now, Sir, examine some of the objections, lliai have been urged 
against the improvement, contemplated by the bill, under consideration. 
It is no longer contended that it would be impracticable to construct 
it On the contrary, its construction is easy. Nor is it prelendcd, that 
if made, It would nol prove useful to an important section of our state. 
Nor is it seriously contended lliat there is not a sufficii-nt supply of 
water at the summit. My colleague from Herkimer, ^ays he will admit 
there is water enough loith a proviso. Su, my colleague ktiows, full 
well, that we have banished all proviso:* from Legislation. I beg leave 
therefore to amend the bill of mj colleague, to make it conform to 
modern usage, and the fact. It will then read, there ie wqter eiiougl 
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at the summit, but you must lake it at the righl place. And tha 
ing clears ilie subject of all difficulty. My colleague Hpeaka of the* 
SUiTcy made by Mr, Forman, and infers (iom fiis elaleinent, that there 
may be a doutt as to the sufficiency of water. That engineer fixed 
the punimil at a certain point on the Chenango river, and '.here, in his 
own opinion, he foiJtid an adequate supply. The more minute and per- 
fect survey of Mr. Bales, established the fact, the summit can be fixed, 
with advantage, at a lower point, where there is a more abundant sup- 
ply of water, because, between the two points, considerable streams 
empty into the river. And this Sir, banishes all doubt and confusion, 
which apparently existed, caused by the dissimilarity in ihc two sur- 
veys. The supply of water aa proved by the first examination, was sut 
ficient, by the last, abundant. That is no longer a quesLion. But my 
colleague imagines and contends tliat this canal will cost more than a 
million of dollars. Mr, Bates, after a suney, unusually minute, and an 
estimate, made with uncommon care, assures us that it will cost less, J 
aDd offers lobe oncofa company to construct il, and make better wodc I 
than jour other canni?, for the amount of his estimate. But my col- i 
league fancies, that he has discovered omissions in the estimate of cer- 
tain items of expenditure which he designates. I will not look to see 
whether the items he mentions, are included or omitted. He imagines 
they are not mcJudetl, because he does not find them under such heads, 
or specified in such manner, as he supposes they should be. It must 
strike every one that the items, he enumerates, are plain and indispensi- 
ble items of expenditure, such as must exist in the case of every canal, 
as obvious and necessary, as covering for the roof of a building. 
They are such items as would harcfceen palpable to the sense of a 
man of no experience. Can my colleague believe that they would have 
" escaped the Ken" of an engineer, distinguished for skill and accura- 
cy, who had for the last twelve years, been in the constant praclice of 
making such estimates^ How w'dl my colleague account for the fact, that 
the canal commissioners themselves, with all their long experience, and 
with these surveys and estimates in their hands, and when they were 
hunting for objections, to this canal, never discovered the omission, 
fiir, itis incredible, and my colleague will find upon a re-examination J 
that he is under a mistake as to ihe fact of omission. My collengam^ 
asserts his belief; thai this Improvement will co^i $1,500,000 notwith-'^ 
standing the estimate of the engineer, and his confident opinion, fouodi 
ed upon that estimate, that it can be made, and well made, for less Ihi 
a nrillion. If my colleague cannot confide in the accuracy of the e 
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iieer, iviiere can lie repose his confidence i Certainly noi in llie com- 
mlsaioiicrs upon that point, for ihey give liim no informalion or aid. 
And how ivill lie reconcile tlieir conduct ivilli llie fidelity required of 
public ofGcera ? They have indeed told you, that in Uieir opinion, it 
cannot be constructed for a million, but llicy have not told you m hal it 
would cost, nor iiave llity ()fe^eiitcd you any data or eaiimaie by 
which you can makti a calculation. Nor liave tl.cy used any language, 
importing that it would coal much mons If they knetv or beliuvcd, that 
ii would cost a million and a hallj how »ill my colleague excuse ihem 
for the suppression ol thai opinion. When (his mibject was expressly 
commilled lo llieir charge, how will he justify them for the omission or 
concealment of 90 important a fact. If the commissioners have been so 
negligent in the performance of an important duty, il they have rendered 
such an unfaithful account, of an unfaithful service, Ihcy arc umvorthy 
of any confidence, Tliey should be impeached, removed from officp. 
xnd disqualified from ever holding a public trust. My colleague has not 
as much confidence in the commissioners a:^ 1 have, and I assure you, 
1 cannot boast of an abundance. I believe the commissioners thought 
this canal would coat something, but not much, more than a million/not 
enough to require them in the discharge of an important trust, to speci- 
fy the excess, or to present an estimate. 1 admit that it may cost more 
than a million, and it may aliso be constructed for leas, and there is per- 
liQpa as great a probability that its cijst would foil below, as rise abpve 
that amount. Against the opinion of the commissioners, you have that 
of all the engineers, who have ever surveyed the route, and fortunate- 
ly, one ol their own selection. And_it is no'die'paragemeni lo them, losay 
that the engineer who made the last survey, was more competent than 
themselves, to make an estimate, and express an opinion, tic was la- 
bouring ID his own peculiar vocation, in nhicii lie had been ';ng.iged, 
anddis1nigui»hei], for a seriea of year 3. They «ere 111 the ptrfonnanoe 
of a Hcrvicc nut fonrign to ibeir »pprupiiiitc, oiHciul duties but tioi pecu- 
liarly and esKtitially one ol those duties. They have always been in 
the habit of relying on the eslicwle of engineers, rather than their own. 
The engineer spent, four months, most assiduously in his survey and 
examination, preparatory to tlic formation of his opinions. They employ 
cd five days, in a leisurly and doubtless, cheerful, ride through the valley. 
The engineer must have been competent lo the duty, or the commis- 
sioners would not have preferred hiin to all others. Who possessed 
the best qualifications, he or they from previous employmeot,h&bil,accupa- 
tion and opportunity, to present you an estimate, and opinion entitled to 
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yoi-r uontiiienoe! lie liua made an eMimalc, and given yoaau opinioir' 
founded upon it. They have exprensed an opinion, bui have made no 
eeillmali-, and have nol told you wIj.iI if would cosl. 

My colleague asserts llial tlic Chami l;iij> canal cosl a niiillon, and he 
BskB if (he Champlain cannl 6^ iiiilss long co^I a million, what will thSi, 
Ctienani^o canal 95 mites long cor<t. It is a lair sum in arithmeli 
AH every inlerrogalory from rr,y colleague deserves an answer, he shall 
have one. I will tuimsh it, fiom the very document to which he him- 
self, has referred. He ciied Gov. Clinton's message to prove that ihe 
Erie and Cliaiiiplain canals co?t between ;j20 and $oO,(X)0 a mile. 
The very next paragraph asserla, that canals can noiv be made for $10,- 
000 a mile. Ifllien the Chanipbin canal could now be made lor 10,- 
000 dollars a mile; That canal 63 miles in length wouliI| now cost 
$630,000, and the '. Ii-^' aiigo canal 96 miles long, woald coat $950,- 
000 ; Aqueducls, culverts, waste weirs, bridges, lock -houses, tolUhou 
pes, embankraenfs, all told. And that Sir, is the answer I give my col- 
league. 

The chairman has told us thai our canals, and all other canals, cost 
more than the estimate, and hence infers that such will be Ihe fact with 
with this construction. Sir, the chairman is loo good a logician not to 
perceive that on this point, he has presented no argument at all. He 
iias not given his statement the reiiuisite parts, to form an argument. 
The proposition assume^:, that there was a plan and an estimate founded 
upon that plan, and that the cost exceeded the eoiimale. Prove then 
that there was no departure from the plan : that is esseniial to the per- 
fection of the argument. Until that is done, there is nothing accom- 
plished. There is no argument ; one of the indi^pensibleingiedienlsis 
absent. Sir. I know a house that cost five timet^ the original estimate ; 
and why 1 Becauae its dimensions on rhe ground were trebled, it was 
built four stories high, instead ol two, and had a superior finish. It is 
for tho9e who use that objection to furnish the proof, that there was no 
depurturc from the plan- It does not devolve on us who resist it,to prove 
there was, although as to many of the cases slated, that proof is at handi 
We know there were perpetual alterations in the plan or mode of coh- 
filruction of our canals. When the chairman will produce an instance 
of the cost of a canal exceeding the estimate and no lll^partuIC from the 
plan on which the estimnie was lijuniied : 1 »ill imdtilaKt to acfounl 
for the octuiTcnce, and what I cannot account tor, on fair and ohivioui 
principles, I will freely adinil, must be ascrilied to the inipertcctioft a 
human judgement. But if the chairman asks me to ansiTcr his pree 



1 Bay 10 bicn no 8ir, put iliiee legs to your bIouI, before you 
undertake to ubc it, and surriy you will not oflcr to others, what you 
use yourself. 

But ttliat is ihia argument .' Tlie only fair conclusion that can be 
drawn from it is, that this canal ought not to be constructed, because it 
in aif cost more than the estimate. If this argument be sound, you did 
wrong to commence your Bystem of internal improvemenip, because the 
probability was then extreme, that the cost nould exceed the estimate. 
On this principle, no improvements ouglit ever to have been undertaken 
since the flood. Sir, you must nerer build a house. No, Sir, you must 
go houtielei'ii, all your days, becuuee a hnu^e, if you undertake to build, 
not only may, but to a dead cerlainty will, cost more than your estimate. 
Why, Sir, this argument, if universally observed, is of potency ^(Scient 
to bring the world to a full slop. Vou will readily perceive. Sir, that 
there is far less danger of inadcqute estimate now, than when you com- 
menced your sjslem. Now all the mysteries of such operations are 
revealed, and you have the advantage of very perfect experience, and of 
tuanifold invention? (or diminution of labour and expense. When you 
commenced your 8yslem,}'0ur engineers had to grope, in darkness, in un- 
explored regions. All was doubt and conjecture. Now they have 
unerring data, unquestioned facts, known results, to guide their judge- 
ments. They may err now, but the chance of error, is greatly dimin- 
ished, and the danger of great error, hardly exit'ts. If wc cannot con- 
fide in the esdniates for lids canal, it is hardly possible that any can be 
made, that should be entitled to confidence. 

But llic main point of enquiry is as to the productivcncsof the cana), 
if constructed. On this point, opposition is the most forcible, because 
it is impossible to arrive at certainly. It is a matter always in doubt. 
Certainty can be obtained only by experiment, and proven only by re- 
sults. It is easy to withold belietj that a particular improvement will be 
adequately productive, by distrusting the evidence offered to establish the 
fact. If any rule could be established, by which to test the evidence, we 
might arrive at a satisfactory conclusion But while no such rule exists, . 
and we differ in the degrees of confidence, put in the evidence, it is not 
surprising that we should arrive at different concUiaiona. In this in- 
stance we have four kinds of evidence. 

The opinion of the canal commissioners, founded on panial examina- 
tions. 

The estimates and opinions of the inhabitants along the contemplated 
route, founded upoii minute data. 
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'I'he opinions ol Engineers. And the lesulie jjroUticeii l>y cuiopan* 
son with other canal sections. If you take the opinion of the canal com- 
missionens ihi.-'Ciinal (viti in.iceJ, be greally ilelicienl in revenue. But, 
.does their opinion deserve your confidence? Oneoftfiem was disqual- 
ified from foruiing any opinion. He hud cmbracE-d the docirine that it 
was im constitutional to construct canals, lie could not, iherelore, 
give an opinion in favour of the construction. His regard for the 
constitulion, in part the work of his hands, the oath which he liad re- 
peatedly taken to support ii, forbade him to do an act which shoukl 
cause its violation. His principles, his integrity of purpone, the oath of 
God upon his soul, restrained him from the expression of a favorable 
opinion, whatever might be the lacts. He Was not iii a condition 
properly, to estimate the evidence, submitted to his consideration, lie 
was as disqunhiied to decide upon the question submitted to him, as n 
man who believes it wrong to lake life as the punishment for any 
crime, is to be juror on a triul for a capital offence. There is a respected 
portion of our fellow citizen?, who sincerely so believe, and Ihey are ex- 
cluded from juiies, for the trial of ca-^es involving a deprivation of life. 
Those consciencious men, knowing the conflict which may ensue be- 
tween the requirement of tlie jurors oath and their settled opinions, usu- 
ally declare Iheir embarrassment, and object to tbr performance of such 
a duty, Tliey are excluded, not because they have any thing to do with 
(he question of punishment, but because conviction eposes the offender 
to a punishment which tbey believe ought never lo be innicted. They 
are disqualified from properly estimating the evidence upon which their 
decision is to depend. Precisely eucb was the case of this commission- 
er. He bcheved it unconstitutional to constr\ict any canal. He could 
not, therefore, conscientiously give an opinion, that miffht l^ad to the 
violation of that sacred instrument. He bad embraced another doctrine, 
equally falal to tlie tiirmalinn of a favourable opinion in relation tn tbia 
construction. He hud declared in the mosi emphatic manner, tbat " in- 
ternal improvements, when they shall be stripped by time, of their ^nady 
trappings, will be found to be nothing but ETER?iAL taxation." 
Believing that, it was impossible for him, consinlently with his integrity, to 
come to a conclusion, favorable to the conslrurtion of any canal. When 
he saw mountains of taxation, rising hig^her than those which hound the 
valley ol the Chenango, il was his duty, lo interpose his arm, to prevent 
their tumbling upon the good people of this state, With such opinions 
it was impossible, that commissioner could view, the further proscculioD 
of your canal system, witb any degree of complacency, or even indiffer- 




ence. Nothing Itivorable could be expected trom hini- U is impossi* 
ble to determine how mucii liis opinion? inHuenced the opinions of his 
colleagues'. Neither he, nor his friently, ivould readily assent to the fact, 
ihat he \a incapable of exerling an influence. What islherc to commend 
the opinions or the eatimales of the canal commia&ionery, to your con- 
fidence? When, and where did they ever make a correct calculation, 
in the whole courae of their ofdcial hvcsl Shew me a single inatance 
of calculation verified by result. They tell you, Iheinselvea, they never 
made an accurate estimate, in the report 1835, to which I have called 
your attention. And I have ahewn you, that they continued in eironc- 
oua calculation, down to last year, and you have, yourself, seen how ex- 
ceedingly their estimates then, fell eliort of the reality. It waa prudent, 
cautious, and probably w'me, in them, to present c::ititnates which, should 
always be exceeded by resuhs. It was safer to repress, than inflate 
public expectation. Having always accustomed themselves to the prac- 
tice of underrating, they adhere to if, without consciousness. The 
mode has become the habitude of the mind. We are, therefore, to re- 
gard their estimate in relation to this canal, like all their others, as far 
below, what experience would prove the actual results. 

If wc reject the estimate of the canal commissioners, and place con. 
fidcnce in those of the inhabitants, made with perfect knowledge, esti- 
mates spporled by the opinions of engineers, and corroborated by com- 
parisons, with other canal sections, we find, that this improvement will 
yield an abundant revenue. Theaeesliiiiales are contained in the reports 
which have been presented from year to year, by committees, of the le 
gislature, and Ihey vary from »S34,00O, that of the commissioners, to 
S 160,000, the highest made by the inhabiianis of the Valley. 

The fair average of all the estimates would give an annual revenue of 
about $ 1 30,000, enough and more than enough, for alt your wants. 

1 shall make no etjlimatc:-, because, if I were to do so, they must be 
based upon data, similar lo those on which the calculations already be- 
fore you rest, and if they are satisfactory it is unnecessary, and if not, I 
cannot fancy, that confidence in them, would be inspired by my re-ex- 
aminolion and le-slalement. My means of infortnalion, ore, perhaps, 
not more ample than tho^c of the commissioners, and far less so, tlian 
those of the inhabitants, whose estimates you posjicss. I too, could 
speak of a five day^s sojourn, in thai " sequestered" valley, but I would 
not ask you lo abide hy my opinions of the amount or value of its pro- 
ducts. I saw good land, and a plenty of it ; intelligent and civil people, 
. and abundance of room for more. I will submit to you a comparison 
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l>om whitH you will i)erceive Uiat ihis valley is by no ineans fiiU gfinbabi' 
tants. It will come in aid of the views presented you on that point, by 
my coUeagTie, (Mr. Foster,) Trom Oneida, f will take only Chenango 
and Broome, which counliea contain probably less ihan half (he popula- 
tion that would be directly accommodated by this canal. 

Acres of land. Population. 



Chenango and Broome, 
Oneida and Seneca, 
Onondaga and Madisuii, 
Washington and Saratoga, 
Dutchees and Orange, 



920,000 55,000 

899,000 92,000 

870,400 98,011 

927,000 83,400 

975,000 96,000 

It may be said that Oneida containa one large village. True, but the 
[' canal made it. More than half of what it is, may be ascribed to that 
I cause. Oneidea contains also, with much choice soil, more bad land 
than the Chenango valley ; land that will never be thickly settled, un- 
til inhabitants are driven on by necest^ity. The population of Oneida is 
swollen by large aiid valuable manufacturing establir'bments. The Che- 
nango valley abounds in most eligible sites for hydraulic establishments. 
The inhabitants of that valley cannot now compete in manufactories wilh 
their neighbors of Oneida. What would be fair profit in Oneida, would 
be none in Chenango and Broome, because it would be absorbed in ex- 
penses of transportation. 

Construct ibis canal, and villages and manufactories will spring up 
in the volley, as they have done along the line of your oilier canals. 

Now, the interests of that section are depressed, in consequence of su- 
perior advantages possessed by others. The agricultural interest lan- 
guishes, in common wilh the rest. There is not an equal ><timulant to 
exertion, because industry there, docs not receive an equal reward. 

Lands are rendered less invilinff lo selllers, and consequently di- 
minished in value. Make this canal and you increase their attraction. 
Their abundant ferlilily, united wilh commercial facilities, will enhance 
their value and enable them to return ample rewards to labor and lo 
capital. It is a partial and imperfect view, to estimate the surplus 
products of that portion of your state, in its present condition, wilh its 
present sparse population and depressed interests. It will lead to more 
correct results to estimate that surplus as it will be, with a population 
nearly doubled, and every interest stimulated by encouragements and 
reward. 1 am confident that it would be safe, to calculate that the sur- 
plus products of that section, and its consumption of merchandise, 
would double in ten years from the completion of that canal. 
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have endeaveured to shew you, thai it is a llagiant error, to es- 
timate the value of a canal by its revenue. You receive more tl»an a 
quadruple return, in ihe property it creates. Compensation ia made 
you also, in ihe Increase of your commerce and the consequent ad- 
vancement of your metropolis. 

Indeed, the Chairman has rejected revenue, as the lesl of the pro- 
priety of constructing any improvement. He has furniahed a rule by 
which I am willing to abide. Indeed, I tind in hie leport, almost every 
principle necessary to my purpose. Speaking of the approaching pe- 
riod when ibe stale shall have " abundant mean?," the Chairmai saya : 
" Then, though there should exist, well grounded doubt of the revenue 
which any particular Improvemcni would yield, there could be no scritd 
objectiun to the apphcation ofa portion uf the superabunduncc of the 
Treasury to the advancement of such objects." If undei such circum- 
stances, probability of a deficient re* enuv, would he no " ioiid objictioit" 
to an application of a portion of the "ubundarit nieann" of the stale to 
the purposes of internal improvement, I understand, it would be no 9&- 
jeclion at all. And as I hope lo shevv you, that Ihe stale does now pos- 
sess " superabundant means," we bring this canal within tlie lule and 
free fiom all objection. Vou will ast, what are those means? They 
are, Sir, the same by which you constructed the oilier canals. They 
are vastly more abundant now, than at any period during the progress 
of those works. 

Your credit will furniah the means. Tliat ia the best of all reBources. 
If your coffers ware full, to a surfeit, it would be belter lo use your cred- 
it, than your money, for ihix purpose, if you had otlier great and useful 
objects, to which you could apply your ireasureti, from which youwould 
expect no pecuniary relurn. When you commenced your canal syelem, 
capital was scarce, and not of easy allainment. Now it is abundant 
and seeking employment. Last year, you obtained on your Chemung 
loan, a premium o! neaily eleven per cent., and interest at the rate of 
four, and four and an hulf per cent, on the deposit of that loan. The 
stale of the money niarkei is now more favorable than it was last year. 
Indeed, I have infdrmalion from those entitled to be regarded as autlior- 
ily, that if the slate of the world should continue till June, ax it now is, 
you may obtain a premium of twelve and an half per cent, on a loan of 
five per cenj. for twenty years. The money you borrow, iheiefore, 
coats you not four and an half per cent. In plainer terms, yoir can get 
money, for twenty years, by paying tive pet ceot. intetcst £it sevcpteat 
yeBFS. •','i<llkiUMb»>'iM(lt»(lllriA . 
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On the eupposiiioa, ih&t l\ie Chenango canal should cost one iiiiQiatT,'' 
to be borrowed in three annual sums, tlie fiiai of 400,000, and rtie oilier 
two of 300,000 ciich, and you sbouid be three jeara constructing «, the 
folloning would be the result Reckoning interest, ai four per cent, up- 
on the deposits of the loane, at a premium of ten per cent, you would 
have, of premiums and interest, sufficient to pay the interest upon the 
loans, during the period of ii's construction, and a surplus of ji21,50S, 
at a premium of eleven per cent, your surplus, after payment of inleresf, 
would be $33,367; and at a premium of twelve and a half per cent, ihc 
surplus would emounl to $48,6G-'i. Thus, Sir, your credit would fur- 
nish you the means of paying the cost of the conslrnction, and provide 
you with more than sufficient to pay the interest, during the progress of 
the work. And do you fear, 8ir, Ihatyour credit would sutler 1 Is that 
possible, when you have already a canal fund which is a burden to you! 
A fund which your creditors may have, at any moment, but will not 
take, because ihey prefer your bond to your money ? And when, too, 
that fund \s increasing al an appahng rate? No, Sir, when your credit 
is in danger, you will fmd your creditors willing lo exchange your stock 
for gold and silver. But your credit can never be shaken, while yon 
have money to pay your debts, and your creditors will not take payment 
because they tike your security better, and all the world know it. 

But the inquiry is, how you will pay the interest, and eventually llie 
principal, after the canal is completed and your premium and interest up- 
on deposits, are f^xhaustcd. 

The first answer is by the revenue of the canal. It thai revenue 
proves sufficient, your cares are ended. It is only in the alternative, that 
the revenue shall be inadequate, thai you will be required to make any 
provision. If such should be the result, you have abundant means at 
command No taxation will be requisite, and no interference with other 
funds. 

It will reqtiire only a just and proper spplicatioo of your canal reven- 
ue. I know that constitutional objections may be made, as they are 
made to almost every exertion of power, even to the construction of 
canals. But there may be views, thai will free the subject from all diffi- 
culty. This improvement has been regarded, as it truly is, a part of your 
great canal system. It will be tributary to the Erie canal. Every tri* 
butary to that canal, swells the amount of its tolls and increases the ca- 
nal revenue. This would be most emphatically the case with the Che- 
oango catiai. Between the country, which would be intersected by the 
. southern half of the Chenango canal and the Erie canal, (ken is notr bo 



* iotcicouree. The iuhubilauia of that seciion of the country, iind ibeir 
way to market by other and various roulef. The whole commerce of 
that section, wilh all that would be drann from beyond its southern ex- 
tremity; and with much, (hut ivoiild lie aObrded by the couniry border- 
ing; upon the noilhern half, would be added to the present business o 
the Erie canal. The Chennngo canal would unite with the Erie, 108 
miles Irom its junction with the Hudson. A larger amount of loll would 
be collected upon commodities coming from the Chenango canal, on the 
Erie canal, than on the Chenango canal itself, because the distance 
would be greater. The Chenango would, therefore, be a large contri- 
butor to the revenues of the Erie. 

All will agree that it would be propci and jusl that the Eric should 
pay back to the Chenango, the amount of its contributions. But the 
constitution is intecpoecd, and the conclu^^ion avoided, by the allegation, 
that those contributions arc included in the pledge to pay the debts of 
the Erie. 

Is this so? Canany fair construction of that provision in the constitu- 
tion include these contributions, in its spirit 1 You may make the letter 
embrace them. But were they conlemplated when the pledge was gir- 
en? The Convention that framed the Constitution either contemplated 
the construction of canaK tributary to the Erie, or it did not. If it did, 
such tributaries were regarded as forming a part of llie system, and the 
pledge was constituted, as ivcll for them, as ibr the main trunk. Upon 
this supposition, you may apply ihe canal revenue directly to the pay- 
ment of their deficiencies. But if the Convention did not conlcniplalc 
the construction of tributaries, then it did not contemplate the increase 
of tolls upon the Erie canal, by means of Inbularies, and therefore could 
not have intended to pledge that increase. In this view, it is manifest- 
ly just, that the Erie should pay back that amount, if it can be done, and 
the necessities of Ihe tributaries require it. Can il be donel What 
Was the giurpose of the pledge '. Not to slop the progress of the system 
of internal improvements, but to provide for the payment of the canal 
debt from certain specified sources. 

Two constructions con be given to this provision of the constitution. 
One is, that which will best fulfil its object. If this view he correct, it 
would be consistent with llie object, possibly requisite.io effect il, to ap- 
ply a portion of the reveime to increase the aggregate amount of that re- 
venue. Such application has been made in several instances. But 
there are those who tell us — " what is wriileii, is written," and we must 
abide by Ihe letter, although it should defeat the object. They reverse 
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ihe precept, '- tlie letler kilkth, the spirit niaketh alive," and mail 

spirit kilkth, llie leiler preaeives the revenue, ahhough it may defeat the 

libernl intent of llie constitution. 

Let UM adopt one condlruciion and abide by it. There is a legitimate 
source of revenue which, upon one construction, is not included in the 
pledge. The tolls, auction and salt duties are pledged, but the interest 
arising tipon the canal fund is not pledged. There ia no mention of it 
in the constitution. Interest was not conreiiiplated. No such ibou^t 
occurred to Ibe conveniion. 

Yon are not required to make interest by the useof tiiefund. Would 
it not be a perfect compliance with the requirement of the constitution, 
if you were to lock up the revenue as you receive it, and preserve it un- 
til you can apply it to the paynicnl of the debt to which it ia devoted. 
If you were to place the fimd in depo>(ii, without interest, would it not 
be a fullihncnt of the constitutional requirement! It wouM indeed be 
indiscreet, injudicloua nianagenient of those funds, but ifyouareto 
abide by the letter of the constitution, where ia the teller that requires 
Tou to put those funds at interest? You will look in vain for it. 
Take then which construction of the conslil\itlon you prefer. 
Only abide by the one you choose. In either allernalive, am- 
ple means are at your command. If you adopt the libera) conMruc- 
tion, that which best fulfils the object, you may apply, as yon 
have done, a portion of the canal revenue, to increase hs amount. 
If you say you will abide by the letter, although you violate the spirit of 
the constitution, do so, you then hove the interest at your disposal, for 
there ia nothing in the letter that touches that. By the application of the 
interest to the payment of the deficiencies of the tributaries, you perform 
merely an act of justice ; you ennble the Erie, to pay back what it re- 
ceives, beyond the amount tliat was ever inleniled to be included in the 
pledge. You enable the slate to extend the benefits of canal navigation, 
to those sections which suffer from ihe wanl of commercial facilities. 
You do ni't diminish tlie revenue pledged, tor thai I'.venue is increased 
by the trihutariea, beyond the anmunt ibey will require in return. Vou 
cannot reduce the tolls and duties below the constitutional eslablishmeiit, 
but that prohibition does not eOec: ihe interest ; you cannot divert the 
tolls and duties, but that extends not to the interest, for thai is neither 
tolls nor duties, and instead of diverting, you apply it, to increase (he 
tolls; you get an equivalent for the interest, before you pay it. If such 
were not the fact, it cannot be alleged, ihBi the irileres't is necessary to., 
enable you to pay the debt for which the tolls and duties are pledf 
I have ahown you what the canal fund will be, at the periods when y 



debt will liccoiiic pajuble, wiib inleteai. 1 wiii now alioiv you wliat it 
wilt amount to, ivithoul interest, at the same periods. 

Assuming; the same principles of calculatiun as to ref ettue and expendit- 
ure, tvilhoul compulaiion o( inleresl, jou w'lW have on the fir«l of Janu&iy 
I8S8, a fund of )t6,5 48,096,95, and after the payment of the portion of 
the debt that becomes due on ilie 6r«t of July prcceeding, ( J3,489,000) 
there willicinaiti a fund of $3,059,006,95. And on Uie first of January 
!846, the fund wdl amounllo $10,^59,096,96, ond after payment of the 
Kflidue of tlie debt ($3,512,035,86,) you will have en unincumbered 
flind of 1^6,747,061,9. You liave no need of the interest to enable you 
to fulfil the objects of the pledge. It is perfeclly unnecessary for that 
purpOfte, even if you do not increase the revenue by its Application. 
But you will increase it, and therefore your fund will be the same or 
latter, if you make the proposed disposition of the interest. The quea- 
tion resolves itself into one of expediency and utility. It is simply 
whether you will make a beneficial use of this intcreot, or whether you 
will add it, without neccasily, to the supcrnbundanr fund which you can- 
not touch unld the canal debt in dischnrgcd. This resource will be 
abundant. The interest upon the canal fund, for the current year, will 
be $63,083,38, and may be made more, by a proper diiiposition of the 
money in deposit. That interest will increase at thf rate of, at leajst 
£30,000 annually. By constituting a fund of that interest, you may re- 
lieve your general fiind, from the annual payment of ^5.000 now char- 
ged upon it, for the deficiencies of ihe short canals, whose contributions 
to the Erie, are mora Ihan sufficient, and for bounties on salt, now ne- 
cessary, for the eustcniation of the manuracturc of dial indispensibic 
commodity. U is idle, and worse than idle, to talk of taxation to sus- 
tain or prosecute your canal system. If you will only give il, permifl- 
sion, it will maintain and extend itself. Il is abundantly capable. It 
awaits only your action. If the system be not further extended, it wiH 
be your fault, not the fall or wani of ability in the system itself. 

The chairman asserts, that ihe " system of internal improvemenis has 
operated unequally, in many places, and oftentimes, harshly in particular 
difllricts," And that " tlicrc are portions of the stale, which have re- 
ceived no benefit from the vast amoun', that has been expended in our 
great works of internal improvement, except as component members of 
one great community," thai " their individual and private interests have 
been depressed, and sometimes sacrificed. Where arc these dislricts, 
and these portions of Ihe stale, tliat have so suffered 1 If any such ore 
to be found, the Tery counties that ask for this impiovcment, stand forr- 



UOBl ou the list of siill'ercrs. Theircloims for consideration, arc strCHigest. 
Of positive suffering there has been none. But the operation of the sys- 
tem maj have produced comparatire injury to some stclions of the ele&e, 
by confering superior ailvantogcs upon orhws. There ore :$cction&, and 
tiie Chenango valley is one, that have been made lo yuffer, by turning 
the tide of emigration from them, and thus checking ilieir advancement 
in population and wealth. They suffer too, by the deprivation of com- 
mercial facilities which you have extended lo other and more dif^tant 
portions of tlic slate. The ctrnal-^ have brought some section:', those 
near them, nearer to the market, while by the t>ame operation, they have 
removed iho^e at a distance from their line, relalivdy, further from it. 
These facta constitute a powerlul reason in favor of this particular im- 
provement. A government should always be just, both for the sake of 
justice, and to secure Ihe affections of the people on which, it rehes for 
support 

The chairman, also, says and repeals, that espectaliona have been 
indulged, that the canal reventies should b.e applied, after payment of the 
debt, to aid the purposes of education, and hence draws an Inference 
that they shouhl not be applied lo the farther prosecution of the syslem 
of internal improvmcnts. It is true, that i-uch anticipations have been 
indulged, but that object has ativays been considered secondary for the 
application of those rcvcnuei^. In Ibe very quotation which the chairman 
has introduced in support of his position, internal improvements are put 
first and ranked first of the "Lest interests ol (he stale." But, Sir, hove 
the canals done nothing for education t The bulk of the expense of ed- 
ucation must always be paid by individuals. Look at the expenditure 
for common schools. Individual'* pay four fifths of the amount. Think 
also, of the sums paid by individuals for education in private schools, 
high schools, ladies schools, academies and colleges. It is well that the 
government should adopt systems to stimulate individual efforts and 
give ihem direction and aid their operations Irom public funds. That 
you have done, but increase your funds, devoted to that object to any 
amount ivitbin llie compass of your means, still individuals must pay 
the bulk of the expenditure for the purpose of education. Whatever 
increases the ability of the people to pay it, promotes that great object. 
ITie disposition they possess. Your wise policy has excited, encour- 
aged and cherished the inchnation. All they have lacked was the means- 
The canals, by enriching your citizens, have enabled Ihern to gratify 
their own wishes, and promote your benign intents. In this wt 
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^SmIb have alreody done, are now doing, and promise to do, more fof 
the purposes of education, llian all your funds have done or can do. 

The chairman hai", also, ventured I lie declaraiioii, that "those coun- 
ties, which have shared but indirectly, if at all, in the benefits of ihe ca- 
nal system, but have paid by reason of their wealth, and the abstraction 
of those means, the heaviest tax of any,/ect, that the faith of the stale ia 
pledged to restore, to the general fund, for ihe common good, the amount 
thus withdrawn from it, whenever ihe constitution will permit the canal 
revenues," to receive thai direction. There are, doubtless, countief, 
which cannot feel for the deprivation of commercial advantages, because 
they have always enjoyed them. Like heirs to fortunes, they know not 
the miseries of poverty, or the toil of acquisition. But it would be a 
sad commentary upon poor human nature, if any are so rich, and so 
proudof wealth, ihat they have no bowels of compassion, for their auffer 
ing kindred and friends. But, how. Sir, U this restoration to be effected 
and ta wliat extent, is it to be carried 1 Will you pay back to the inhab- 
itanis of other states, the money you have taken from them, by your 
steam-boat tax, and your auction duties, for the construction of your 
canals ? Strangers have contributed more largely than the countica that 
fed so, and tliey, too, have been benefited, only indirectly, if at all, by 
your great works. 

Do you intend to make restitution to them? Or is your justice, like 
charity, to begin at home, and stay there t If you acknowledge aa obli- 
gation to make restoration, i fancy you will find yourself in trouble to 
make it, upon any principle of justice. 

But the chiiirman informa us, for our consolation, thai we are to share 
largdy in the distribution of the surplus revenues of the United States. 
I agree with the cliairman, that ihta is an old project, and if any thought 
otherwise, of which I was not aware, I rejoice that he has undertaken 
to disabuse the public mind and correct erroneous impressions. It has 
been oflen proposed and as often decliued. But now, we are told that 
the " policy of the administration is well settled," and there is " every 
reason^le prospect, that this mode of distribution will be adopted af- 
ter the extinguishment of the National debt." Copious streams of re- 
venue arc to How upon us, from this resource. The chairman will agree 
with me, that if they come, they will come quickly- 

The national debt will be paid o^ in about hree years, and thls'prin- 
ciple of distribution must be established soon, or it never will be. Mon- 
ey will not be suffered to accumulate in the national treasury. Every 
hand trill be stretched forth to stop it firom going in, or to snatch it out. 
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This principle ^f distributioo iiiu^l be estatttislted tjuicldy, oi some oth- \ 
other principle wiil take place of il. The chairman has coniidence that 
such will be the tlisposition of ihe iiaiional revciiiiesi, Mnd we may, ihetc- 
fore, soon expect to experience the How of abundant sireains. We do 
not want Ihem, for the further prosecution of our system of interoal ito- 
provemcntfi. We hare other sure resources that are abundant. When 
you receive your large diviilevida from that source, jou may apply ihcm 
to the advancement of education and your other great objects of a simi- 
lar cltaracter. Wlienjou receive them, it will be very tit, thai jou apply 
them, to great, moral, charitable, and pohlicsl objects, from which jou 
will expect no pecuniary return. When jou have abundant supplies 
from that resource, you will not want the canal revenues for any of these 
I purposes. You may, therefore, prosecute your system of internal int- 
r provemcnts in safe reliance upon tbem. An assurance that wc may re- 
ly upon our large ahare of the surplus revenue of the United Sates, fur- 
nishes an argument ol great strength and force, in favor of an immt^- 
diale engagement in the construction of more canals. Mr. Clinion'e 
. authority is again introduced to i^anction this mode of dj^tributing the 
' Dational revenues. I cannol fail to admire the very frequent reference 
t to the authority of that illustrious slatcsman. I never belonged to tlie 
I class of his impassioned admirers. Great merit I knew he had, and 
i always accorded it, to biro. The exclusive merit, that was soroetimea 
POaimed for him, I never perceived and never admitled. But he is gone ; 

>gy he wants not ; monument he needs not, for bis merit and his A 
l^me arc engraven upon the heart ol the globe. ' 

It would really seem, tlial there was a determination now, to exalt his 
{ usefulness far beyond the aspirations o£ even his o^vn lofty ambition, by 
proving to (be world that his syatem cannot be prosecuted without hJni. 
The historian may record of liim, that he was the most fortunate of 
mankind. Strong in life, stronger still at his dealli, be conquered when ' 
he died, those ivhom he could never influence while be hved, who, to 
atone for their incredulity, resolved to give a practical illuBtration of his 
greatness, by putting & stop to the progress of his system. He was 
succeeded by a race, who, while ibey professed to admire his example 
had not the capacity to embrace his great and grand conceptions, or 
the boldness to follow in the path of glory, which he so majestically trod. 
The enterprise of New-Vork, which rose and llourinhed in vigor with 
Clinton, perished and slumbered in the grave with tiim. I hc^e, Sir, 
no such record may ever be written. I trust the example of bim, who 
excited and directed, may never be used to cramp itnd restrain, the cn< 
crgies of a mighty elal?. 
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The chairman has referred us to France, and reminJetl us of llie 
spletii^or of ihe imperiul reign, and the imbeciliiy of the recent dynawiy. 
Ttiat is an appropriate reference, and directs you lo source;" whence 
you may derive most abundant and proffilalile inslruelion. Hoiv wa-- it, 
that Napolfon cliurmfd iiis empire, and rlvtled lo him ihe alTections of 
the people? By great actions, by brilliant achievement*', by glorioua 
deeds. His draft:* upon the people, for treasure, end for blood, neie 
fretiucnl imd heavy, but they saw thai his objects were lolly, lirs plans 
were vast, his schemes magnilicient, and all for glory and for France. 
There was a charm in that saying, " I will make France, a fairy land/' 
How did be huah Ihe murmurs of discontent, and secure a perpetual, 
iinabating nllaohmcnl? By a new conquest, by a brilliant victory, by 
decreeing five canals in one day. To cttti mate the intensity of popular 
aHection towards him, you need not behold him at his giddy, dazhng pre- 
eminence of power, and grandeur; Ihe object of the envy,dread,or admira 
tioii of the whole universe; when the isplendor of all the crowns of Eu- 
rope was absorbed in the superior cll'ulgence, tiiat beamed from hiti dia- 
dem. Bui see him when, he returned from that, exile, lo which treason, 
corruption, and the elements consigned him. Behold his march from 
the coast to the capitol, "through one long triumphant arch," while 
every hand, and every voice, and every heart, bode him welcome. Then 
was displayed bis powir over the humaa mind, his despotism over the 
human alTections. His was in truth a despotism, reared by aifection, 
and sustained by gratitude, for great and glorious deeds. And this cilr, 
when many of his acts, from necessity or inclinution, were, of dubious 
morality, and tyrannical import ; and therefore le^s attractive than ihui^e 
of greatness, and unmixed goodness and benilicence. In the piosiicu- 
lion of internal improvements, Clinton was more to New-Yoiik, than 
Napoleon to France. Shall I run the parallel farther? No, foribe hon- 
or of my slate, t ivill not. Here I trust die parallel ends. But I will 
tell you what caused the overthrow of the inibecile dynasty. They did 
nothing for usefulness, nothing for greatness, nothing for glory, nothing 
for France, They did iiulccd undertake an expedition, which, if under 
taken in time, might have brought them support and renown. But that 
loojlike ihe improvement now under consideration, from year to year 
was postponed, not relinquished : ll was linoHy undertaken, but it was 
then too late to save the " imbecile dynasty." 

Their doom was pronounced; the measure of popular dii^pU-as^. 
nre was full ; there was no reversing the sentence, by visions of glory, 
not delaying in execution, by unwonted displays of energy, and power, 
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Those, wlto li&d lriffle<l, btyoiid endurance, with popular feeling, couU j 
llien find no Bhellei irom the siorm of public inilignaiion. 'I'hey under> j 
took the expedition, and conducicd it welL ll tvas a brilliani schievth^ 
menl; but the es^sience of the dynaaiy, was ended. The renown wm 
cnjoyeil, the green l&ureltj were gaihered, and ihe ricii "f'poils carried ol^** 
by oihera. 

The whole question between (he advocates and opponents of this^ 
improvement, is merely a queplion of time. The cbaiimsn ^ayei, the 
application is lo be deemed, " post poned, not denied." And the whole 
argument, in opposition, la founded on the a-Bsiiniption, ihat Ibis canal 
sliDuld be made, and will be made, at some liilure period ; but we niuat 
iitop till tvc are belter off. It is an old maxim, and &» true au old, that 
there is danger in drlay, and it may be well for you to remember the bia- 
tory, tlte incidentTi, ard (he results of the Algerine expedition. m 

8lalf« end nations, like individuale, murtt have objects. Those ob;3 
jects denote Ihe prciliar charncterislics of ihe people, ihe degree of tlieir 
intelligence, enterprise, compass oHnlellect, extent of view, loflinefls of 
de^sign, and beneficence of intent. They, also, serre lodegrade, or elevate 
the national character. Our counlnmen are a busy people ; they ore 
fond ofcxcilenient;they loveaclion; they are full of enterprise, Iheypaut 
for that mild and peaceful glory, which the ■:hairman declare?, and 1 ad- 
mii, exceeds all military renotvn. A government, needing popular alfec^ 
tion, and resting on public ^enllmenl, should gratify tliose worthy propesi^ 
lici'. It 19 a mistake, llinl the people grudge espeniliiureu for useful- ^ 
objects. I believe it a universal truth, Ihat our countrjmen are better 
pli-ased with great expenditures for great and useful objects, tlian 
with little sums for little purposes. It is the miserable doles of favor- 
itism, that cause their disgust and abhorrence. It is a sordid, miserly 
economy, that enquires only what a thing will cost ; true enconomy en- 
quires, as well, and more earnestly, what will it be worth. 

Tlie chairman has reminded us of the masim, "in peace prepare for 
war." That, Sir, was the maxim of a character, whom we legard with 
awful reverence. I hope his precepts have sunk deep, into all our 
hearts, Ihat they will influence our minds, and control our decisionc. 
He led the van in the great woik ofinlemal iniprovnients, wiihlheeBine. 
matchleBs forecast and wisdom, as he directed the arms, and couns^M 
ofhis country. The chairman tells us, also, Ihat the world is in tumn^J 
that ilie angry elements of human passione, ore excited to fury ; tbaiT 
maddened populace are in commotion, and nations, in collision. Already 
embattled hoete are in array, and paoling for tbe conflict ; and lliat we 



must prepare lo '-veaist a crusade " against llie ''existence of free goy 
ernment"." Sir, tbe chairman liad just before (old us, thai if the " New. 
York canal:) had been made, previous lo tlie last war, they would have 
i&ved 10 the governmeni, nn amotinl, equal to the whole cost of their 
contitruclioii." I join liim in the fact and sentiment; I call on him to 
join lue in the conclusion. Hasten then, and make this cantd noWj whilt 
we are at peace, that, when war comes, and he lelk you, llie period is 
oil the wing, that may bring il, you may have the advantage of ita ate 
and the benefit of its saving. You have no time to waste. Already the 
chuirman sees the eastern horinon, black with the rising cloud of the 
tempest; ilie slorai of war is galliering; already he hears Uie awful roar 
^ of lU thunder, at a distance, and soon il ivill break its tirey boll upon 
your head. Hurry then and prepare for the hour of approacliin^ peril ; 
It will be a fearful contest. Not a war for "free trade and seamana 
rights." but a war, upon the event of i which, is to be depend the " exist- 
ence of free governments." It is to be a " crusade " loo. Not a war 
of single nation against nation, but a CDnibinalion of monoichies 
against our republic. Il will be an awful conflict. You will t ome glo- 
riously out of it, but it will require all your energies. Hasten then lo 
provide facilities to conduct it wiih vigor, and close il, with renown 
In cane of war, this canal would be a most important avenue. Leading 
from the interior of your state, to the interior of Pennsylvania, il would 
enable the forces of that patriotic member of the union, lo come rapidly 
to llie defence of your nothcrn frontier, and the troops of your own >late 
to rush to the defence of the important cities upon the coast. If iha 
favorite system of warfare, of our ancient foe, that of a noihern descent 
upon this good capilol, should be aitempted agnin, it would enable iliis 
now " sequestered " valley, to send forth thousands of dauntless souls, 
lo the aid of their brethren, of ihe North River. And wilhivhal feelir.gd 
would they CODW 1 (jratitude would mingle willi Uie sense of obligation 
and give force lo its impulse. They would remember and say, tvhcn 
we solicited for privileges, that nature had denied us, but which Ihcy had 
always enjoyed, they were not haughty and repulsive, purse-proud, nar- 
row, illiberal and mean in thi;ir policy; but ihcy were louched wilh kind- 
red sympathies; they, were noble and generous, enlightened and paii:- 
otic ; they conleied blessings upon us. We arc bound lo them, by all 
the tics that can influence grateful lienils. Thty &re more than brcili- 
ren ; they arc our benefactors ; let us fly to there a9^i^tancc. Sir, there 
■re sli ange co-incidencies in human alfairs. Do not be surprised, when 
I tell you, the commencement of the Eric canal, was caused by precise 




!y Eiich & eugg^eslion of nar, as the chairman Itas made. The incident, 
13 00 apposite and Tull ol'iriNiriictioD, ibat 1 beg jou ig permil me w re- 
late it. Tou will find a grapliic description of il, in Ibe book before me, 
from one of the aciors rn tlie scene.* 

The bill for ihe commencemenl ofllie Eiie canal, passed the Lpgt?lature 
in April ISlT, liy nmuU majoriiies in botli branches. It was iliru doom- 
ed lo pass a firey ordeal in llic old council of revision. Gov. Tomp- 
kins bad ju^l resigned the govcniiricnt, lo accept ibe vice presidency. 
Tlie council, on thiit accasioii, conaieied of LieuL Gov. Taylor, tlie I're- 
sideni, Cbaiicellor Kent, Chief Justice Thompson, and Judges Yale* 
and Platl. Judges Spencer and Van Nes^ were absent on circuils. 
The bill was read. The president put the question to llic members in- 
dividually, beginning witb the Chancellor. 

He gave a decided opinion against il, and so did Chief Justice Thomp- 
son, on account of the details of the bill nol from Koalilily to the pohcy. 
.Tudgeu Vatefi and Phut, gave their voices in lis favour. Tlien ihe 
"venerable I'resident, who had been distinguished among ibe firmest 
and able!<t oppooenls of the measure, panted with honest zeal to stran- 
gle the infant Hercules at its birth, by giving his casting vole in the ne- 
gative." A warm debate ensued ; Vice President Tompkins came in 
and cng:dged familiarly in the discussion. He gave a strong and deci- 
ded opinion against the measure. And among other reasons he declared, 
that ive should soon be at war ; tlial the peace ivitb England was noth- 
ing but a truce which would not last tn o years ; that England would 
never forgive us, for our victories, on the " ocean, and on the lakes, 
and on Ihe bnd," and that instead of wasting our resources hi such 
chimerical projt'cta, all oiirj-esources and credit should be employed to 
prepare for the approaching struggle. • 

Chancellor Kent sprung from bis scat, and exclaimed " War! do you 
think so, then 1 am for the canal ; If we must have war or canal, I go ' 
for the canal, Sir, 1 vole for the bill ; and that circumstance determined 
its pasi'ogc. 

Sir, " On what a slender thread, hang everlasting things." 

I admit, Sir, that tl^ gentleman who gives the forebodings of ivai 
noiv, is as-wise and r<agacious as he, who gave them llicn. I hope all 
who bciir them now, ivill prove themselves as sagacious and \visc as he, 
to whose quick change of opinion, we owe our whole system of jolcrnat 
improvements. 



* Uoa>cli'« Merooii 



I, Judge Plati 




Note. — It may not be universally known, that ihepre^ent rales of toll* 

on ilic canah, are much above the rates specified in ihecunslituiion. 

The rolton-ing lablea will enable any peraon to make a corap«iBOn. The 

, firsi contains ihc rates a^ Gsed by llie canal commissioners, March I2th, 

1821, and recognized'm the con^lttuiion. 

The laul, sbpwa the present rates. It must be rcmeniberetl that in 
1831, the ton was 2,:240 pound?. On flour, it will be perceived, the toll 
has been increased more llian 60 per ceiil. In ISil, the toll was 10 
mills per mile on 3,340 pounds. Now it is 7 mills per mile on 1,000, 
equal lo 1 6 mills and six hundred and eighty thousandths of a mill on 
b 2,8 10 pounds. 

The effect of this increase of loll upon the commerce of New-York, 
a» well as upon the agricultural interest, well deserves consideration.] 



On salt, 5 mills, per Ion, per mile, (7 bis of 5 bushels each, or 4Q 
fauahels in bulk, being a ton.) 

Gypsum, 5 mill", per ton, per mile. 

Flour, meal 'and all kinds of grain, salted provision, pot and pea 
ashes, 1 ctnt,per ton, per mile. 

Merchandize, 2 cents, per ton, per mile, 

Timber, squared and round, 5 mills per hundred solid feet, per mile. 

Boards, planks and scantling, reduced lo inch measure, and all siding 
lath, and other sawed stuff, leiis than one incli thick, 5 mills, per thou- 
sand, per mile. 

Brick, sand, lime, iron ore, and stone, 6 mills, per Ion, per mile. 

Rails and posts for fencing, 2 cents per thousand, jjcr mile. 

"Wood, fcr tuel, 1 cent, per cord, per mile. 
' All fuel, to be used, in the manufactures of salt, to pass frre. 

Buata made and used chiefly for the Iransportalion of properly, on 
eaeli ton, of ilieir capacily, I mill, per mile. 

Boats made and used chiefly for (he carriage of pcrijons, 5 ccms, per 
mile, of llicir passage. ?• 

Slaves and heading, for pipes, 1 ceni, prr llioiisand, perfnile. 

Staves ami heading, for hogsheads, 1 milh, ppr ihouj-und, per mile. 

Staves and heading, forbarrelsor less, Qmill:^ per (lionsttinl, per milr. 

All articles not enumerated, I cunt, per ton, per mile. 





NEW-VORK CANAL TOLLS— 1831. 
At at meeting gf llie canal board, at the coraptroller's office, inlUc ci- \ 
ty of Albany, oo the i 1st Marcb, IS3I, the following rates of toll, upon J 



property, were established : 

•^'O' Provuiaa. cts m & I 

1. On flour, salted beerand pork, butter and cheese, beer and j 

cider, jier 1,000 pounds per mite, 7 I 

2. On bran and ehip-siuffs in bulk, per 1,000 pounds per mile 3 T 

troii, Mintralt, Ores, ^c. 
i. On salt, manufuctured In tluii state, per 1,000 pounds per 

mile. 2 S j 

i. On gypsum, the product of this stale, per 1,000 pounds per 1 

mile, 2 6 I 

5. On brick, sand, lime, clay, earth, leached a8ltes„ manure and 

and iron ore, per l,Ot)0 pounds per mile, 2 6 

6. On pot and pearl ashes, mineral coal, charcoal, pig iron, bro- 

ken casting?* and scrap iron, per 1,000 poundT< per inilts, 5 

7. On stovG and all other iron cainting^j, going to or from tide 

water, per !,000 pounds per mile 14 

8. On copperas, going towards tide water, per 1,000 pounds 

per mile, 5 

9. On liar and pig lead, gotng towards tide waler^ per 1,000 

pounds per mile, 5 

Furs, Peltnj, Skins, &c. 

10. On fura anA peltry, (except deer, buffalo and moose skins,) 

per 1,000 pounds per mile, 14 

11. On deer, buHUlo and moose ekm?, per l,000,pounds per M 

mile, 7 ol 

13. On dbeep «kins and other raw hides of domestic animals of | 

the U. 8. per 1,000 pounds per mile, 7 

13. On imported raw hides of domestic and other animals, per 

1,000 pounds per mile, 10 

f^mtlur«, ttc, 

14. On household furniture, accompanied by, and actually be- 

longing to families, emigrating north or west, per l,0(X) 
pounds per mile, 5 

15. On carls, waggons, sleighs, ploughs and mechanic^' tool^^, 

necessary for the owner's individual use, when accom- 
panied by the owners, emigrating north or west for the 
piu-pose of setllemeDi, per 1,000 pounds per mij^ 5 Q 



LI 



